




le. 


at 


re 
li- 
Ww 
er 


re 
ke 


i ” 
‘or 


ey 


n- 
he 
1). 
ri- 
ld 
i's 
ay 
yu, 


sh. 


it- 
ir- 
ial 
le. 


vil 
k- 
he 


tle 








savaai' 





SY¥XZL OOVA 


BWOisVis Oo @ LOE xog 


9292 ig ¢z 


INA 


o3d 
Bo AVE 


WK 


| choot Cines 


TIDWELL BIBLE LIBRARY 





Copyright, 1958, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879. at the post office at Philadelphia, Pa., under Act of March 8, 1879. 
Entered as second-class matter at the post office, Ottawa, Canada. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, August ‘23, 1958 
Volume One Hundred, No. 34 


$4.00 a year, in clubs, $3.00 
See page 627 





Lesson for September 7 in this issue 


Lesson 10.—Justice in Daily Work. 


Exodus 20:9, 10; Nehemiah 3 and 4; Eccle- 
siastes- 9:10; Ephesians 4:28; Colossians 
3:22 to 4:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12. 
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Ss 
For All These Things 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 
OR answered prayer, we thank 


Thee, Lord, 
For courage in despair, 
For strength, and hope, and courage 
That come to us in prayer; 
For guidance, and for wisdom 
That comes alone from Thee, ° 
For grace and mercy that can save 
And set the sinner free. 


For all these things our héarts adore 


Our blessed Saviour more and more! 
* 


s 


Unquestioned Disper :ationalism 


Not all Christians agree on dispen- 
sationalism. Unfortunately, like Funda- 
mentalism (though the two are not 
Synonymous), it is being attacked in 
some quarters in the house of its 
former friends. Sometimes this antip- 
athy comes’ from misunderstanding, 
Sometimes from sincere disagreement. 
What is a dispensation as applied to 
Bible study? It is defined as “a system 
of principles, promises, and rules or- 
dained and administered; as, the Chris- 
tian Dispensation.” It sometimes means 
a period of time, sometimes a method 
of God’s dealings with man. Many of us 
are satisfied with the view held by 
Dr. C. I. Scofield and many other Bible 
teachers that, from creation to the end 


of time and the world, there are seven 


dispensations; but there are others, who 
take the Bible as the Word of God, 
who are vehemently opposed to it. Dr. 
C. G. Trumbull, former Editor, who 
wrote the life of C. I. Scofield (out of 
print), held that his reference Bible 
was the best for general use, though 
he acknowledged that it has some weak- 
nesses; and the present Editors agree 
with him. But whatever shades of 
difference on the dispensations there 
may be, all agree that there are at 
least two dispensations, covered by the 
Old and New Testaments. It is well 
for us all to keep this broad distinction 
in mind, for if we do not confusion 
results. Material prosperity was prom- 
ised to Old Testament saints if they 
obeyed and walked with God, but this 
is not so in the New Testament. It is 
true that God promises to supply the 
needs of His people in this Church age 
(Phil. 4:19, et al.), but does not prom- 
ise them wealth, continued outward 
comfort, and freedom from the ordinary 
trials of life. The Christian life was to 
be one of self-denial. “Then said Jesus 
unto his disciples, If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me” (Matt. 
16:24). The poverty, hardships, and suf- 
ferings of John the Baptist, the Apostle 
Paul, and the Lord Jesus Himself should 
be enough to convince us that God is 
dealing differently in this age from the 
way in which He dealt with His peo- 
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XI. The Grace 


In the series, “Ourselves and 


ENDERNESS is one of the rarer 
graces, as it is one of the more 
admirable and potent of graces. 
Tenderness is sometimes confounded 
with gentleness; but there is a soul in 
tenderness that does not exist in gentle- 
ness. Gentleness is of the manner; but 
tenderness is of the spirit. Gentleness 
is external; tenderness is from within. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Behold the fowls of the air . . . 
your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much better 
than they?” (Matt. 6:26.) 




















ple in Old Testament times. Abraham, 
David, Solomon, and Job were very 
wealthy, but it was not so with the 
disciples. Therefore we must recognize 
that not all the Old Testament prom- 
ises have a primary application for us, 
although all contain rich lessons. This 
is not to cast any doubt on the great 
truth that “all scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness” (2 
Tim. 3:16); or on the related truth that 
“whatsoever things were written afore- 
time were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of 
the scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 
15:4). But it does emphasize the im- 
portance of Paul’s admonition to Tim- 
othy, “Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). Much 
heartache and perplexity can come 
from expecting material prosperity and 
that all things will go Smoothly with 
us. The Lord Jesus was careful to shine 
the light of His supernatural knowledge 
far down the corridors of time that 
His disciples might not be discouraged 
He gave both prophecy and encourage- 
ment in these words: “These things I 
have spoken unto you, that in me ye 
might have peace. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; 
I have. overcome the world” (John 
16:33). - 


sy 


of Tenderness 


Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


Gentleness is literally the evidence of 
good birth; it is the manner that is sup- 
posed to be natural to those who are 
well born, who are of refined and choice 
families. Tenderness is literally an out- 
stretching of one’s self toward another. 
Gentleness may or may not be of the 
will or of the affections. Tenderness is 
always a result of purpose and feeling. 
Gentleness may be active or passive. 
Tenderness is always and only active. 
We may lay down a bar of iron with 
gentleness; but we would never think 
of tenderness in such an action. A dog 
or a cat may be called gentle when it is 
not entitled to be called tender. A lady 


may bear herself with gentleness in di- 
recting a porter to move her traveling 
trunk, yet without exhibiting tender- 
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ness. toward him. Gentleness may be 
inseparable from one’s nature, and show 
itself at all times. Tenderness cannot 
be shown alike to all, nor be always 
alike appropriate and commendable; 
yet when tenderness is appropriate it 
has a beauty and a power that mere 
gentleness can never attain to. 

Tenderness is necessarily unselfish. 
One may be gentle while thinking only 
of himself. In fact, selfishness may 
make a man gentle, when he ought to 
be aroused to indignation and vehe- 
mence. His gentleness may be a result 
of his selfish love of ease, or fear of 
harm. But tenderness involves a cer- 
tain forgetfulness of self, in the reach- 
ing out toward another because of the 
other’s need or want. Tenderness in- 
cludes the idea of sympathy; of feeling 
with another; of putting one’s self 
alongside of the other, for the time be- 
ing, and of acting and speaking in 
kindly considerateness, out of that 
understanding of the other’s necessities 
and longings. It is in recognition of this 
unselfish element of tenderness that the 
Poet Gray sings: 

To each his sufferings; all are men, 
Condemned alike to groan— 


The tender, for another’s pain; 
The unfeeling, for his own. 


Tenderness is often spoken of as a 
womanly trait; and the man who evi- 
dences it is sometimes said to be “as 
tender as a woman”; but there is no 
suggestion of a lack of strength in-ten- 
derness. It is woman’s nobler charac- 
teristic, a characteristic not possessed 
by every woman, that is shown in ten- 
derness. Gentleness may consist with 
a weak nature; but tenderness is com- 
monly the sign of strength of soul and 
character. It takes a strong nature to 
be self-forgetful, and without a measure 
of self-forgetfulness tenderness is an 
impossibility. 

Tenderness frequently shows itself to 
peculiar advantage in the spirit and 
conduct of a faithful physician, or of a 
skilled and relentless surgeon., Where 
one practitioner is gentle, another is 
tender; the one is no more harsh than 
the other, but he lacks the sympathetic 
heart that the patient recognizes so 
gratefully in the other. Indeed, there 
may be gentleness without tenderness 
in the medical or the mental or the 
moral care of a patient or of a pupil; 
while on the other hand there may be 
tenderness of spirit with an unavoidable 
severity of treatment. This truth is 
recognized in the Horatian Canons of 
Friendship: 


Be we then still, to those we Hold most dear, 
Fatherly fond, and tenderly severe. 


Although tenderness is not exclu- 
sively an attribute of womanliness, 
there is no charm of a true woman that 
surpasses it. A mother’s tenderness is 
a mother’s pre-eminent power. It is 
tenderness that so often enables a re- 
fined lady to subdue and soften a class 
of rough boys whom no stern discipline 
could bring under control. The lack of 
tenderness is the supreme lack of many 
a lady, whose opportunities of birth and 
culture, and whose ‘possession of tireless 
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energy and of attractive person and ° 


manners, would, but for this lack, win 
for her love and gratitude and devoted- 
ness, where now she has cold admira- 
tion and respect. 

Every heart is open to tenderness, 
feels its power, responds gratefully to 
its expression. Many a physician would 
have a new hold on his patients, if only 
he could be as sympathetically . tender 
in their treatment as he is skilled and 
faithful in his ministry to them. Many 
a man, who never lacks in dignity of 
bearing or in gentleness of manner to- 
ward those whom he meets, would find 


himself binding friends by new bonds,” 


if only he could be self-forgetfully ten- 
der in his recognition of their peculiar- 
ities, and in his adaptation to their 
modes of thought and feeling. Many a 
teacher whose ability and fidelity as an 
instructor are beyond all question, 
could reach the innermost hearts of 
scholars who now seem hopelessly ob- 
durate, if he could but feel that tender- 
ness of interest in those scholars which 
would show itself in the touch of his 
hand, in the tones of his voice, and in 
every glance of his eye. 


August 23, 1958 


None of us ever get beyond our long- 
ing for tenderness. None of us ever 
find any substitute for its: comforting 
grace. The wider and the deeper our 
experiences of the world, the fuller is 
our realization of the superiority of 
this blessing, and the keener is our 
sense of its rarity. 


We long for tenderness like that which hung 
About us, lying on our mother’s breast; 
A selfless feeling, that no pen or tongue 
Can praise aright, since silence sings it best: 
A love as far removed from passion’s heat 
As from the chillness of its dying fire; 
A love to lean on when the failing feet 
Begin to totter, and the eyes to tire. 
In youth’s brief hey-day hottest love we seek, 
The reddest rose we grasp,—but when it dies, 
God grant that later blossoms, violets meek, 
May spring for us beneath life’s autumn skies! 
God grant some loving one be near to bless 
Our weary way with simple tenderness! 


God manifests Himself toward His 
children in tenderness. No human heart 
need lack for this grace, in the hour of 
its early or its later longings. “As one 
whom his mother comforteth, so will I 


comfort you,” is God’s assurance of ten-' 


derness. It is “because of the tender 
mercy of our God” that Jesus Christ is 
sent to “be touched with the feeling of 


(Continued on page 626) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Children and the Communion 


We are members of and attend a 
United Church—consolidation of a 
Baptist, a Disciple (Christian), and a 
Congregational. They have a com- 
munion service the first Sabbath of 
each month. The minister now 
serving is the second since we have 
been attending this church. Both of 
them invite “all Christians to the 
Lord’s table,” without any qualifica- 
tions such as public confession of faith 
in Christ or membership in some evan- 
gelical church. 

We see children partaking of the 
bread and wine who are very young, 
sometimes parents give the elements 
to children five and six years of age, 
and others whose parents are not pres- 
ent partake also. Some parents have 
the idea that if they are members of 
a church their children are automat- 
ically members. 

We feel that any church should have 
some rule to guide both parents and 
children, who, as a result of ignorance 
or indifference, are stumbling in these 
matters. 

Christ reasoned with wise men at age 
twelve. 

Josephus says Samuel was called of 
God at twelve.—An Ohio reader. 


In determining who should partake 
of the Lord’s Supper, it is important 
to. consider the origin of it. The pas- 
sages containing the account of the 
Passover and the Lord’s Supper are 
Matthew 26:20-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 
22:7-30; John 13:1-30. “A Harmony of! 
the Gospels” by William Arnold 
Stevens and Ernest DeWitt Burton 
(Boston, 1900, Burdett and Co.) places 
John 13:26b-30 between Matthew 26:25, 
26; Mark 14:21, 22; and Luke 22:18, 19. 
The words of this passage in John are 
as follows: “And when he had dipped 


the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, , 


the son of Simon. And after the sop 
Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus 
unto him, That thou doest, do quickly. 
Now no man at the table knew for 
what intent he spake this unto him. 
For some of them thought, because 
Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said 
unto him, Buy those things that we 
have need of against the feast; or, that 
he should give something to the poor. 
He thent having received the sop went 
immediately out: and it was _ night.” 

It is thus clear that Dr. Stevens and 
Dr. Burton, the co-authors of this’ very 
well arranged harmony of the Gospels, 
hold that Judas had left when the Lord 
Jesus actually instituted the Lord’s 
Supper. Dr. C. I. Scofield agrees with 
this view, giving the first six of “the 
order of events on the night of the 
Passover supper” as follows: “(1) The 
taking by our Lord and the disciples 
of their places at the table; (2) the 
contention who should be greatest; (3) 
the feet-washing; (4) the identification 
of Judas as the traitor; (5) the with- 
drawal of Judas; (6) the institution of 
the supper.” 

For this ordinance we have the ad- 
vantage of having, besides the words 
of the Lord Jesus, explicit instructions 
given by the Apostle Paul in 1 Corin- 
thians 11:23-34. It is clear that he is 
writing to believers, and he says, “For 
as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s 
death till he come.” 

Therefore the question te be decided 
in determining whether or not a child 
may take Communion is: Has he re- 
ceived Christ as his Saviour and does 
he know that the ordinance is in 

(Continued on page 626) 
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The Certainty of the Believer’s Salvation 


“And | give unto them eternal life; 


and they shall never perish . . .” (John 10:28) 


HEN we become Christians, our 
W first need is to be sure that we 

are saved. Yet there are many 
who lack this certainty. Possibly the 
Devil’s next act after a person turns to 
the Lord is to keep him from knowing 
whether he is really saved or not. 
While Satan can never touch our salva- 
tion, he has brought many to live and 
die in fear lest they might be lost after 
all. 

Our assurance is the belief that we 
are eternally secure. It is the certain 
and clear knowledge that Christ is all 
He professes to be and will do all that 
He promises. It is “the assured convic- 
tion that the individual believer has 
had his sins pardoned and his soul 
saved.” It differs from salvation, but 
is the evidence of it. 

We can understand assurance better 
by seeing what it is not. It is not just 


knowing when we were born again. We . 


do not have to know the day we were 
born in order to know that we are alive. 
Many people did not know how old 
they were when they first applied for 
old age pensions for they had no birth 
certificate. But they did know that 
they were alive and old. The fact that 
we are alive is the proof that we have 
been born. The fact that we are alive 
spiritually is the proof that we have 
been: born again. 


When I Come To Face Death 

How important this certainty is! 
When I come to face death can I be as- 
sured that I shall be all right? Shall I 
wake in the resurrection day to find 
that I may enter Heaven? Or shall I 
find myself in hell through having had 
a wrong trust? I must be certain of 
this now. If not, my life will not be a 
happy one and neither will my death- 
bed be. Full assurance alone will keep 
us from living all our life in fear of 
death, subject to bondage (Heb. 2:15). 

God has wedded together salvation 
and assurance and no man can divorce 
them without disaster. There will be 
no peace without assurance and grave 
pains and spiritual diseases come from 
a lack of it. A lady called on Brownlow 
North while he was conducting a mis- 
sion in Glasgow. She was in deepest 
distress. Her burden was that the Lord 
had given her up, and would not hear 
her prayer. 

After she told him her story he asked 
her the question, “Are you a believer?” 

“Yes,” she replied. 

“And the Lord has given you up?” 

“eon.” 

“Then either you or He must be a liar. 
Are you telling a lie just now in saying 
you have placed your trust in Christ?” 

“No, certainly not,” she said. 

“Then the Lord must be a liar, and in 
that case if I were you I would give 
Him up.” 


Always there has been a difference, 
of opinion among Christians on the 
question of eternal security. The 
extremists on one side hold that it is 
wicked to teach that a man who has 
once been truly saved cannot be lost; 
those on the other hand act as if 
they believed that, simply because a 
man is saved, he can do as he 
pleases. For forty years or more 
The Sunday School Times has stood 
with that large company of minis- 
ters, Bible teachers, writers, churches, 
and Bible institutes that believe that 
a saved person is eternally secure, 
that he cannot be lost, but that it is 
his duty to walk in the Spirit and to 
seek to please God in all things. 
With Paul they say, “What shall we 
say then? Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound? God forbid. 
...” (Rom. 6:1, 2). Mr. Chilvers of 
England, who is the official book re- 
viewer for the Christian Literature 
Crusade, presents strong Scriptural 
and logical arguments in favor of 
“once saved, always saved.” 








“Oh, but I can’t give Him up.” 

“Why not, if He is a liar?” 

“I can’t give Him up,” she said again. 

“Then that is because the Lord has 
not given you up: He is Keeping hold 
of you.” These words brought peace to 
her heart. 4 

When we have both assurance and 
salvation, then the heart is flooded with 
the peace of God—a peace that enables 
us to say, with Isaac Watts, “I bless God 
I can lie down with comfort tonight, 
not being anxious whether I wake in 
this world or another.” “The work of 
righteousness shall be peace; and the 
effect of righteousness quietness and 
assurance for ever” (Isa. 32:17). 


Equally Secure, but Not Equally Happy 

Without assurance there will be no 
joy in our life, for the joy of salvation 
is forgiveness. “As far as the east is 
from the west, so far hath he rémoved 
our transgressions from us” (Psa. 103: 
12). But how can I have joy if I am not 
sure that my sins have been banished? 
An old divine well said: “The greatest 
thing we can desire, next to the glory 
of God, is our own salvation; and the 


sweetest thing we can desire is the as- - 


surance of our salvation. In +this life 
we cannot get higher than to be assured 
of that which in the next life is to be 
enjoyed. All saints shall enjoy a 
Heaven when they leave this earth; 
some saints enjoy a Heaven whilst they 
are here on earth.” All Christians are 
equally secure no matter whether they 
know it or not, whether Calvinists or 
Arminians. But all Christians are not 
equally happy, and it is because this 


great truth has never gripped them. 


; There is a tradition that comes down 


By GORDON CHILVERS 


to us from the days of the Passover in 
Egypt, of two Hebrew maidens who, in 
the night that the death angel was pass- 
ing through the land, were behind the 
closed door. that had been sprinkled 
with the blood of the lamb. One was 
seated at the table feasting on the 
roasted lamb while the other was walk- 
ing the floor in anguish of mind and 
agony of heart. She kept wondering 
if the death angel had passed by. Her 
sister said: “It makes no difference 
whether he has passed by or not. The 
blood is on the door and God has said, 
‘When I see the blood, I will pass over 
you.’” Both were safe, but they were 
not equally sure. It matters a great 
deal whether we believe the Word of 
God or not—it makes a wealth of differ- 
ence to our joy in the Lord. God's 
mercy is a great theme of thanksgiving, 
but it is only thosé who know that they 
are the redeemed of the Lord who can 
say so (Psa. 107:2). Lack of assurance 
will silence our testimony. How can I 
say, “I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him” 
(2 Tim. 1:12), when I do not know? 

Lack of assurance will impoverish 
and deaden our service and so will de- 
preciate God’s work in the eyes of 
others. For if a miserable twilight of 
spiritual doubt is all God can do for us, 
why should other people want it? Fur- 
ther, we are not likely to be anxious to 
tell others what we are not sure of our- 
selves. 


Uncertainty Blights and Paralyzes 

This deficiency will blight our spirit- 
ual life for it will paralyze our obedi- 
ence. How can I obey commands that 
are for God’s children only, if I am not 
sure that I am His child? Those who 
come “unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ” are those who 
are “no more children, tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine” (Eph. 4:13, 14). 

Certainty of salvation must be attain- 
able, for the saints of old, including the 
most godly men of all ages, have had it. 
Job testifies (19:25, 26): “For I know 
that my redeemer liveth, and that he 
shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth: and though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 
I see God.” Paul says, “For I know 
whom I have believed, ahd am per- 
suaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed. unto him 
against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). Peter 
was no less insistent: “God . . . hath be- 
gotten us again unto a lively hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to an inheritance incorrupt- 
ible, and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time” (1 Pet. 1:3-5). 
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John, too, has this. word among others: 
“We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the 
brethren” (1 John 3:14). 

God has done all He can to give this 
assurance. For God is not only willing 
to give us salvation, but He is also anx- 
ious that we should be sure of it. There 
are at least three good grounds for our 
assurance. First, there is the witness 
of Scripture. The work of Christ makes 
us safe; the Word of God makes us sure. 
We may be absolutely sure of our sal- 
vation because we have God’s Word, 
which is sure and certain and which 
tells us clearly that we are saved. 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but 
is passed from death unto life’? (John 
5:24). Some people would have us be- 
lieve that it is presumption to be cer- 
tain of salvation. It is greater presump- 
tion to doubt what God says than to be- 
lieve it. 

Second, God caused John to write his 
epistle for the Church of all ages to pro- 
duce this assurance. “These things have 
I written unto you... that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life” (1 John 
5:13). Assurance for all the’ people of 
God rings through the epistles of John: 
We know “that we dwell in him” (1 
John 4:13); “We know that he abideth 
in us” (1 John 3:24); “We know that we 
are of God” (1 John 5:19). God wishes 
every saved soul to walk in the glad as- 
surance of eternal life. Philip de Mor- 
ney, prime minister to Henry IV of 
France, was one of the greatest states- 
men and the most exemplary Christian 
of his age. On being asked, a little be- 
fore his death, if he still retained the 
Same assured hope of future bliss that 
he had enjoyed during his illness, he 
made this memorable reply, “I am as 
confident of it, from the incontestable 
evidence of the Spirit of God as ever I 
was of any mathematical truth from all 
the demonstration of Euclid.” 

Third, there is the witness of the Holy 
Spirit. The moment we believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and accept Him as 
our Saviour the Holy Spirit enters our 
hearts to abide there forever. “The 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God” 
(Rom. 8:16). “And because ye are sons, 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Fa- 
ther” (Gal. 4:6). “Hereby know we 
that we dwell in him, and he in us, be- 
cause he hath given us of his Spirit” (1 
John 4:13). . Wesley speaks of the “in- 
ward impression on the soul, whereby 
the Spirit of God immediately and di- 
rectly witnesses to my spirit that I am 
a child of God; that Jesus Christ hath 
loved me, and given Himself for me, 
that all my sins are blotted out, and I 
even I am reconciled to God.” 

How do we get this assurance? We 
must believe what God has said. He 
has told us that our salvation is secure 
and that we shall never perish and we 
believe His Word. God being what He 
is, it should not be difficult for us to 
trust His Word. . 
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We must count on what Christ has 
done for us—not on our feelings. Our 
salvation depends entirely upon what 
Christ has done for us. A lady saw a 
beautiful flower by the side of a large 
rock. She tried to remove it that she 
might take it to her conservatory, but 
found that delicate as it appeared it re- 
sisted all her efforts, because*the root 
ran under the rock. This is an illus- 
tration of the safety of the Christian 
whose life of beauty is under the shelter 
of the Rock, and whose roots of strength 
run far beneath it. Our feelings may 
change, but that He in whom we are 
trusting has shed. His blood to save us 
is a fact that can never change. Upon 
the cross of Calvary, the Lord Jesus in 
His death fulfilled all requirements - of 
the broken Law for those who believe 
on Him, and therefore the Law can now 
have no claim on them whatsoever. 
When Israel was about to leave Egypt 
the Lord said, “When I see the blood, I 
will pass over you” (Exod. 12:13). And 
so it is today—I know I am saved be- 
cause the blood has been shed. We 
must look to Christ alone and not at 
our own feelings. As Robert Murray 
McCheyne has said, “For one look at 
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self, take ten looks at Christ.” 
us, 

There are moments when the eyes 
glisten with joy, and we can say: “We 
are persuaded, confident, certain. I do 


He saves 


not wish to distress anyone who is un-~ 


der doubt. Often gloomy doubts will 
prevail; there are seasons when you 
fear you have not been called, when 
you doubt your interest in Christ. Ah! 
what a mercy it is that it is not your 
hold of Christ that saves you, but His 
hold of you!” (C. H. Spurgeon.) So this 
is the position: “It is Christ’s responsi- 
bility to keep you; it is your responsi- 
bility to trust Him to keep you” (S. A. 
Selwyn). 

Then we get it by living according to 
New Testament teaching. John- writes 
to assure us; and he always says “we 
know” “because we love” or “because 
we obey.” Our Lord after giving us the 
greatest assurance of our security says, 
“My sheep hear my voice” (John 10: 
27), and that means obedience. 

We can be satisfied with nothing less 
than a full assurance. Our security is 
not built on feelings or guesses. It is on 
a foundation that nothing can shake. 


NorwiIcu, Enc. 


“Clicks” 


Aims, materials, and methods that have produced results 


ITH almost thirty years of Bible 

teaching behind him, and now his 
first full year of public school teaching 
in senior high school, the writer re- 
cently evaluated his experiences in both 
fields. In addition to his full year of 
teaching five classes of adolescents each 
day, Monday through Friday, he has 
also completed nineteen hours of college 
work in the field of education. Six of 
these hours were in Methods and Stu- 
dent Teaching, under a state supervisor 
who observed him at work in the class- 
room situation. 

From this public school experience 
and his teaching’ of the Bible in church, 
Sunday school, Christian service camps, 
Y.M.C.A., Christian Endeavor conven- 
tions, and elsewhere, over a span of al- 
most three decades, this writer feels 
the average Sunday teacher of the Bible 
might well conduct a _ self-inventory. 
Utilizing the techniques of the modern 
educator, who is constantly seeking to 
improve his methods, those teaching in 
America’s Bible schools, we feel, can do 
a more effective job. They can begin 
to use (and many already are using) 
methods of teaching God’s Word that 
will really “click.” 

Let us take a leaf or two out of the 
modern educator’s book on methods. 
For example, each day before beginning 
one’s “student teaching” in the present- 
day senior high school, the instructor 
must submit a lesson plan to his super- 
visor. On this paper are three distinc- 
tive and essential parts of the day’s 
work, to be approved by the supervisor. 


~ 


By WILLIAM FOLPRECHT 


At the top of the “Daily Lesson Plan,” 
as it is titled, in capital letters is the 
single word “AIMS.” Here the public 
school instructor must list the aims he 
or she expects to accomplish in that 


day’s classroom work. These aims must : 


be kept before the teacher throughout 
the period or session. All that goes into 
the day’s work must be designed to 
reach or realize those goals. 

How would this aid the Sunday school 
teacher? Well, suppose the objectives 
were more clearly set down by tke 
teacher during the hours of preparation. 
It would be well for the Sunday school 
teacher to ask: “Why am I teaching this 
particular portion of Scripture? Is it 
because there are those in my class who 
have not yet made their confession of 
faith and been baptized? Or is it be- 
cause all of my class are members of 
the Kingdom of God, but I want to in- 
spire them to go out and witness more 
definitely for Jesus Christ?” 

There are differences in classes as 
there are in individuals. While we all 
need to have our faith in Christ con+ 
stantly confirmed and strengthened, we 
do not have to be treated as uncon- 
verted pupils if we have all already 
received Him as Lord and Saviour. 
That being the case, we now need to be 
challenged to go out and win others to 
Him. 

We recall one church in New York 
City, made up of adults, which we 
taught years ago. All were baptized. 
Our task in that class was to keep 
challenging them to launch out into the 
















ves 


yes 
We 


un- 
vill 
you 
1en 


the 


ol 


lis 


as 


n= 
ve 
i- 
ly 
ir. 
9e 
to 


ve 


Pp 
1€ 





Lesson for September 7 


deep to serve the Master. One by one, 
most of the members of the class re- 
sponded. They became Sunday school 
teachers of younger classes, members of 
the Sunday school staff, conducted 
neighborhood surveys with us, assumed 
offices in the life of the church as dea- 


cons, ushers, and in one case, that of 


elder. 

That class was ready for such use of 
the Bible, for its members had already 
come to know the Christ as Saviour and 
were now ready to grow in grace and 
in his knowledge by serving Him. 

What are your aims as you prepare 
and then teach your Sunday morning 
Bible lesson, teacher? Do you give as 
much attention to this important phase 
of your work as it deserves? All that 
follows will be guided by the goals that 
you set before you. 

What might some of these be? Here 
are some that suggest themselves right 
now: 

1. To lead members of the class to 
appreciate the Bible as the divinely 
inspired Word of God. 

2. To lead members of the class to 
see Jesus Christ as God’s ultimate rev- 
elation and as Saviour. 

3. To inspire members of the class to 
do service in the name of the Lord of 
life. 

4. To point out the many precious 
promises as well as warnings in God’s 
Word. 

5. To develop the faith of those who 
have already come to know God in 
Christ Jesus, for “faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

6. To make crystal clear the simple 
New Testament Church of Jesus Christ, 
the divine blueprint of the Church. 

7. To paint an effective picture of 
the men and women throughout the 
ages who have responded to the call of 
God. 

8. To explain clearly the Bible’s 
teaching of such important ordinances 
as Christian baptism, the Lord’s Supper, 
and the joy of Christian stewardship. 


These are only a few that might be 
considered by you as you plan your 
work for next week. You can add 
more. The main thing is to have a 
definite objective and move toward it. 
Don’t be like Stephen Leacock’s hero, 
who “jumped on his horse and rode off 
in all directions.” Like Christian, in 
Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress,” set your 
eye on yonder light and continue to- 
ward it. 

If you have determined upon your 
aims, as we found in our student teach- 
ing days in senior high school, you still 
have left steps two and three, Materials, 
and Methods. These we had to list on 
our lesson plan after our aims, showing 
how we hoped to realize our goals. 

The materials and how they are used 
are nothing but tools to get your job 
done. But one thing was always 
stressed. The Sunday school teacher 
might also consider its wisdom. Use 
variety in your teaching methods. The 
Same old way becomes boring, ineffec- 
tive, and tiresome to the best of pupils. 
Consider Jesus Christ, the Master 
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Teacher. 
effective. 

Here are twelve different ways to 
teach, as we have adapted them to 
Bible classwork: 

1. A brief, occasional Bible quiz, with 
rapid-fire questions addressed to var- 
ious members of the class. 

2. A “student-teacher” day, when, 
for part or all of the period, one of the 
regular students assists the teacher in 
conducting the session. 

3. A reference session, during which 
Bible di¢etionaries, maps, concordances 
are explained and used to search out 
places where the Scriptural story is 
taking place. They often help make 
the Bible live. 

4. Use a recording of a Bible story 
or missionary experience to highlight 
that portion of Scripture being studied. 

5. Film-strips, or just a single slide, 
can be effective in sketching in the 
background of the lesson. “A picture 
is worth ten thousand words” is the 
ancient saying. 

6. An occasional brief motion picture 
might be used, perhaps in conjunction 
with another class. 

7. Develop an eye for the significant, 
and cut out that newspaper or maga- 
zine article that can throw light on the 
Bible. 

8. Use the blackboard (or chalk- 
board). A verse of Scripture written 
by the teacher or a student can become 
indelibly impressed upon a human mind 
and soul. Or, if you wish, use small 
figures, or symbols, or sketches to il- 
lustrate a point. 

9. Utilize object lessons. Nothing 
has held the attention of those we have 
taught more than a toy electric train, a 


He used several weve, each 
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doll, a photograph, an unusual Bible or 
New Testament. 

10. “Read around,” with the Bible, 
one of ‘the usual ways teachers conduct 
lessons. But encourage all to partici- 
pate, and do not continually skip over 
the poorer readers. Remember that in 
New England, in the early days, Amer- 
ican public education got its start be- 
cause people wanted their children to 
know how to read the Bible. 

11. Occasional lecturing. and brief 
talks are in order, if not overdone. 
Break this up with questions addressed 
to the class, or by calling upon someone 
to read a passage. 

12. Do not overlook the value of dis- 
cussion. Jesus often discussed spiritual 
matters with people. Note His talk 
with Nicodemus (John 3) and the dis- 
cussion with the woman at the well 
(John 4). Get your class to talk about 
God’s Word. It helps to get the mem- 
bers thinking about the Bible. 

The materials you use as you teach 
God’s Word and the methods are only 
as effective as you make them. In the 
final analysis, whether it be in public 
school or Sunday school, the most im- 
portant piece of equipment is_ the 
teacher. Make your usefulness to God 
even greater by conducting a self-in- 
ventory. Are your goals worthy ones, 
and are you taking advantage of the 
many ways you can reach them for the 
glory of God and the salvation of souls? 
If you have these correct aims and are 
utilizing these varidus ways to realize 
them, you are following in the footsteps 
of the Master Teacher, who came to 
point men to life-everlasting, and to die 
that they might have it. 

East Nortuport, N. Y. 


Encouraging Primary children in attendance, 
memory work, behavior, and the like 


HILDREN are always interested in 

anything concerning kings and 
queens and princesses, royalty, particu- 
larly crowns. A good way to whet their 
interest in Sunday school attendance, as 
well as in taking an active part, is to let 
each child make a crown. 

Cut strips of durable paper or of ma- 
nila file folders (which are 19 to 20 
inches long) large enough to go around 
the child’s head and overlap a few 
inches. Rule off, horizontally, as many 
lines as you need for attendance, 
promptness, taking part in_ circle 
prayers, learning memory verses, be- 
havior, and the like. Vertically rule off 
as many spaces as the number of Sun- 
days you wish to include (thirteen Sun- 
days for a quarter, twenty-six Sundays 
for a half year). 

Before the child leaves each Sunday, 
he will add the stars he has earned for 
the day. He earns stars in his crown, 
first of all, for coming, and of course 


By RUTH HARVEY 


being on time. He earns a star in his 
crown for praying, and for learning 
something from God’s Word. Above all 
he earns a star for acting as a little 
gentleman. You will be surprised at 
the number of children who will alter 
their manners in church for the sake of 
earning a star. All in all, he really is 
earning stars in his heavenly crown for 
living as a good little Christian. 

After a, crown is completely filled 
with stars, then a large star is added in 
the center of the front on a triangular 
or other pointed addition, which is 
either pasted or stapled to the front of 
the crown at the top. The crown then 
is joined in the back by an insert 
through slots, bakery-box fashion. 

The crown of stars-is an award, and 
yet it isn’t. Really it is tangible evi- 
dence of what a child has earned and 
learned by attending Sunday school reg- 
ularly and by participating. 

PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 7. JUSTICE IN DAILY WORK 


Exodus 20:9, 10; Nehemiah 3 and 4; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Ephesians 4:28; Colossians 3:22 to 4:1; 
2 Thessalonians 3: 6-12; printed text, Exodus 20:9, 10; Ecclesiastes 9:10; Ephesians 4:28; 


Colossians 3:22 to 4:1 


Golden Text.—And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.—Col. 3:23 


THE KinGc JAMES VERSION 
Exod. 20:9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 
10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lorp thy God: 
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cat- 
tle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 


Eccles. 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest. 


Eph. 4:28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let 
him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, 
that he may have to give to him that needeth. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


INCE .the fall of Adam toil and 
S sweat have been the human lot 
(cf. Gen. 3:19). But lest fallen 
man be overburdened God regulated his 
labors by confining them to six days of 
the week. The Fourth Commandment 
is both an exhortation to solid work and 
a limitation of working days. Labor is 
ordained of God; it is therefore honor- 
able. 

But man does not work alone. In 
Nehemiah’s day the business of wall 
construction faced the Jews. The as- 
signment was divided; each group had 
its own responsibility. The security of 
the nation depended upon the faithful- 
ness of each unit. The dangers each 
faced were shared by all. (Read again 
Neh. 3 and 4.) e 

Since labor involves reciprocal re- 
lationships, the summons is to mutual 
justice and fair dealing in daily indus- 
trial duties. This raises a basic prob- 
lem. The “natural” man, who has never 
come to Christ for salvation, is likely to 
be \prompted by self-interest. His de- 
sire may be to prosper, not in co-oper- 
ation with, but at the expense of others. 
Friction and discontent may result. 

Labor regulations may insure a meas- 
ure of justice for workmen, but they 
are not the final solution of industrial 
ills. Justice will never truly prevail, 
nor will confusion be eliminated until 
both employers and employees realize 
that the God of all justice is on His 
throne; that He is aware of all human 
transactions; that He condemns injustice 
on the one hand and unprovoked resent- 
ment on the other; and that His dealings 
are fair and impartial. When all con- 
cerned give God His rightful place in 
their counsels and conduct, industrial 
justice, harmony, and happiness result. 


Col. 3:22 Servants, obey in all things your masters accord- 


and not unto men; 


x Ss s Ss 


But this is possible only through the 
Gospel of the Son of God. 


Verse by Verse 

Exod. 20:9.—‘Six days shalt thou la- 
bour, and do all thy work.” This verse 
and the next describe the manner in 
which men were to “remember the sab- 
bath day, to keep it holy” (v. 8). The 
words contain a twofold challenge: to 
good, solid work; and to the limitation 
of labor to only six days. 

Verse 10—“The seventh day is the 
sabbath of the Lord ... in it thou shalt 


not do any work, thou... son . thy 
daughter ... manservant . . . maidserv- 
ant... cattle... stranger...” “Sab- 
bath” means “rest;” or “ceasing.” Lit- 


erally, the seventh day is the Sabbath 
unto the Lord. The obligation to ob- 
serve it rests upon the divine example 
(cf. Gen. 2:2, 3). Its rest is “holy” (cf. 
Exod. 16:23), a refraining from worldly 
labor and a positive devotion to and 
occupation with heavenly things. The 
entire family and all domestics were to 
observe the holy day. Note specific 
items to be avoided on the Sabbath: 
Exodus 16:26; 30:3; Numbers 15:32-35. 

Eccles. 9:10.—‘Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth ...dq@it...thereis no work... 
in the grave .. .” This appeal to stren- 
uous endeavor is based upon human 
reasoning. Man’s opportunities are lim- 
ited; let him ~work hard. Compare 
Christ’s words in John 9:4; the advent 
of night concludes man’s work. The 
fact that death does not actually elim- 
inate continued spiritual life and con- 
sciousness is revealed in Matthew 22: 
32; John 11:26; 2 Corinthians 5:6-8; 
Philippians 1: 20-23. 

Eph. 4:28.—“Let him that stole steal 








Dr. Woodbridge \ has Peoy printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies o: the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 

and teaching. If interested, write for 
a descriptive folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. 


ing to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in 
singleness of heart, fearing God: 
23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, 


24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward 
of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 

25 But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong 
which “he hath done: 

Chap. 4:1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is 
just and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven. 


and there is no respect of persons. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessous for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


let him labour . . . that he 
may have to give .. .” Selfishness is the 
root of dishonesty. The “stealer” (lit- 
erally) must get rid of his selfishness 
and get to work. Carelessness for his 
neighbor’s welfare must be replaced by 
a genuine concern which prompts him 
to labor, that he might have means to 
aid his neighbor. 

Col. 3:22.—“Servants, obey ... your 
masters ... not with eyeservice ... but 
in singleness of heart, fearing God.” 
“Servants” are “bondslaves.” Compare 
Ephesians 6:5-9. Obedience is to be 
total and with unmixed motives; but 
behind outward fulfillment of com- 
mands is inward devotion to the Lord. 
Masters were “according to the flesh”; 
they might control the slave’s body, 
but the slave’s spirit was free. He was 
a servant, but no chattel or tool. He 
was at liberty to focus his central and 
ultimate loyalty upon Christ. 

Verse 23.—“Whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord.” “Work from 
the soul” (literally). Enthusiastic obe- 
dience is possible only to those whose 
service is dedicated to Christ’s glory. 
This is the Christian doctrine of voca- 
tion. Even menial tasks, when per- 
formed to the praise of the Son of God, 
are hallowed. 


no more... 


Verse 24.—“. . . of the Lord ye shall 
receive the reward ... ye serve the 
Lord Christ.” The slave has an earthly 


master, but Christ is his Lord. This 
confidence transforms the bondage of 
slavery into spiritual emancipation. 
Slaves did not normally share the in- 
heritance of their earthly owners, but 
the divine reward they expect is par- 
ticipation in a heavenly inheritance. 
Verse 25.—“He that doeth wrong shall 
receive for the wrong ... there is no 
respect of persons.” The first phrase 
refers to the slave; the second to the 
master. Rebellious slaves may respect 
punishment. Masters punish disobe- 
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dience with unbiased firmness. God 
Himself shows no discrimination in met- 
ing out the divine penalty for sin (cf. 
Rom. 2:11; Eph. 6:9). 

Col. 4:1—‘“Masters, give unto your 
servants ... just and equal .. . ye also 
have a Master in heaven.” Owners 
must deal with their slaves with justice 
and “equality” (literally). This is a 
blow at cruel irresponsibility. The 
master’s control is not ultimate; he, too, 
has an observant Master. God will 
judge his treatment of slaves as pre- 
cisely as He judges the slave’s response 
to his owner. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

The Bible teaches the dignity of labor. 
Hard work is commendable. True, it 
is the consequence of Adam’s original 
transgression. But God has ordained 
it as part of the divine economy for 
fallen man. 

Honest toil has its limits to be ob- 
served, privileges to be defended, and 
purposes to be achieved. The Scrip- 
tures tell us how to go about our daily 
tasks and how to render just and honor- 
able service—whether as employers or 
employees—to the glory of God. 

Paul did not attack the institution of 
slavery as such. But his writings ulti- 
mately changed the moral climate of 
the early centuries and thus paved the 
way for the freeing of slaves, and 
finally for the abolition of slavery. 

God has told man to get busy. He is 
to “labour” and “do” all his work (cf. 
Exod. 20:9). This is a moral law. As 
the Almighty worked during the six 
days of creation (cf. Exod. 20:11), so 
must people, created after His image, 
imitate the divine example and go to 
work. They must avoid idleness, an 
enemy of the soul, which may lead to 
theft (cf. Eph. 4:28; 2 Thess. 3:10-12). 
Enthusiasm must mark their activity 
(cf. Col. 3:23). 

But labor has its limits. It is con- 
fined to a person’s lifetime (cf. Eccles. 
9:10) and to six days of each week (cf. 
Exod. 20:9, 10). No tyrannical boss has 
a right to exploit workers by demand- 
ing a seven-day work week. No em- 
ployee, on the other hand, has a right 
to loaf on the job. The industrial ax 
cuts two ways. 

Labor also has its privileges. When 
rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, the 
Hebrews defended their rights against 
hostile attack. Weapons of war pro- 
tected their trowels (cf. Neh. 4:16). 
Within the clearly defined boundaries 
of justice. and integrity, workmen may 
expect fair treatment and freedom from 
molestation in the fulfillment of their 
duties. 

The purpose of work is of course the 
earning of a decent living. One works 
that he may eat (cf. 2 Thess. 3:10). But 
this is only part of the story. Self-cen- 
tered labor hurts the cause of social 
justice. Man must toil for others as 
well as for self. Pay envelopes must 
benefit one’s family, to be sure; they 
must also aid others in distress (cf. Eph. 
4:28). 

The ideal of industrial justice is noble. 
It will never be realized by purely hu- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


_9. August 31.—Temperance and Social 
Justice (Terpperance) . Proverbs 
23:29-35; Daniel 1:1-20; Habak- 

kuk 2:9-16; Romans 13:11 to 14:23 


Next Week's Lesson 


11. September 14.—Justice in Economic 

Life. Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 6:4; 

25:35-38; Deuteronomy 25:13-16; 

Proverbs 11:1; Amos 8:4-8; Luke 
19:1-10; James §:1-8; 1 Peter 4:7-11 








man means. Labor codes and manage- 
ment techniques may be useful, but 
their effectiveness depends upon the 
human heart, which is so often selfish 
and treacherous. Unless workers labor 
as unto’ the Lord (cf. Col. 3:22, 23), and 
employers are mindful of their “Master 
in heaven” (Col. 4:1), causes of discon- 
tent will continue. 

Jesus Christ is the only way to our 
heavenly Master. When workmen at 
all levels are introduced to Him and 
find Him as Saviour, their work may 
become God-centered. Justice will pre- 
vail. Why is not more of the money 
now used in the promotion of good 
labor relationships applied to the ap- 
pointment and support ,of industrial 
chaplains who teach and preach the 
Word of God? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Regulations ‘concerning work (Exod. 
20:9, 10). 

2. Urgency of work (Eccles. 9:10). 

3. Obstacles to work (Neh. 4:1-3; 7-9). 

4. Success in work (Col. 3:22; 4:1). 


Topics for Development 

Sabbath and Sunday. One day’s rest 
in seven is the divine standard for man. 
Relaxation and worship are to charac- 
terize the holy day. Works permitted 
are those of necessity and mercy. 

The disciples at first continued the 
practice of Sabbath observance. The 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT reason for Sabbath observ- 
ance is given in Exodus 20? 


2. Where in the New Testament is 


‘mention made of worship on the first 


day of the week? 

3. Where does Paul explain that 
death does not end consciousness? 

4. What time limits does the Bible 
place upon work on earth? 

_5. Stealing is a breach of the moral 
law. Why else does Paul teach that it 
must be avoided? 

6. What reward awaits faithful Chris- 
tian work? 

7. Why should employees be obedient 
and loyal? ’ 

8. Why must employers deal fairly 
with their employees? 

9. When a workman is saved may he 
expect his employer to overlook his 
faults? 

10. What is the doctrine of vocation, 
or calling? e 

(Answers on page 625) 
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resurrection of' Christ on the first day 
of the week gave to that day a new 
meaning. It became known as _ the 
Lord’s Day (cf. Rev. 1:10). 

Let no one persuade you that Sunday 
worship was a false accretion instituted 
in the days of the Emperor Constantine 
(died A.D. 337). Study the New Testa- 
ment record. Note that Paul wor- 
shiped on the first day of the week. 
Underline in your Bible Acts 20:7 and 
1 Corinthians 16:1, 2. The disciples 
“came together to break bread” (Acts 
20:7) in. Troas; this was an assembly at 
which the Lord’s Supper was observed. 
“Paul preached unto them” (Acts 20:7) 
—true, his message continued until mid- 
night, but it started on Sunday. Ob- 
viously a sermon was included in the 
program. And the Corinthian saints 
were instructed to “lay by” in store for 
the offering. When? “Upon the first 
day of the week” (1 Cor. 16:2). 

Add this all up. Your net conclusion? 
Believers gathered for worship on the 
Lord’s Day as early as the first century. 


After Death. The preacher who 
wrote Ecclesiastes had a _ pessimistic 
view of life after death (cf. Eccles. 1:1; 
9:10). His reasoning was governed by 
human perception (cf. Eccles. 1:13, 17). 
We of a later day have divine revelation 
concerning what takes place after death. 

Conscious activity continues. For be- 
lievers physical death is a vestibule: it 
leads their spirits at once into the pres- 
ence of their adorable Lord, into the 
realm of blessedness, worship, and serv- 
ice (cf. Phil. 1:21-23; 2 Cor. 5:6-8). 
For unbelievers death transports their 
spirits to Hades, which, far from being 
a place of purification or unconscious 
sleep, spells the anguish of torment (cf. 
Luke 16:19-31); until the tragic hour 
when death and Hades give up their 
dead and the judgmeht of the great 
white throne occurs (cf. Rev. 20:11-15). 

The indirect approach. Slavery was 
an accepted institution in Paul’s day. 
Now it is a rarity. What has made the 
change? Is it because the Bible bluntly 
attacks servitude? Is it because evan- 
gelists and preachers are told in the 
Scriptures to promote industrial legis- 
lation? No. The heart of man needs 
changing before he will alter his ways. 

Paul did not command Philemon to 
free his returning slave Onesimus, but 
to receive him again as a beloved 
brother (Philem. 12, 16). The apostle 
wrote the Corinthian saints: “Let every 
man abide in the same calling wherein. 
he was called. Art thou called being a 
servant [“bondservant,” A.S.V.]? care 
not for it...” (1 Cor. 7:20, 21). Yet the 
Christian faith was a mighty instrument 
in the abolition of slavery. The reason: 
it proclaims the equality of all men be- 
fore God as sinners needing a Saviour 
and it summons to unselfish love and 
genuine concern for one’s neighbor. In 
the atmosphere it creates, the fair flower 
of liberty thrives. ’ 


Practical Applications 

The moral law concerning the Sab- 
bath demanded implicit obedience. Be- 
lievers are “under grace” (Rom. 6:14). 
Does this mean that we disregard the 
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sanctity of the Lord’s Day? Does love 
for Christ prompt us to keep Sunday 
holy? 

Honest work is ordained of God and 
should be performed to His glory. Can 
you wash dishes and iron clothes to the 
glory of God? Can you drive a bus, or 
plow a field, or werk in a factory with 
the assurance that your labor is unto 
“the Lord”? 

Have you entered into the blessed- 
ness of “triangular” business relation- 
ships? Employers, is God your part- 
ner? Do you dedicate each day’s work 
to Him? Employees, do you realize 
that the Lord Jesus is your real Master? 
Management, labor, and God: this is the 
effective, fruitful, happy industrial com- 
bination. 


Golden Text 

Col. 3:23.—“. . . whatsoever ye do, do 
it heartily, as to the Lord...” “What- 
soever”—all areas of work are included. 
“Heartily”—enthusiasm is possible no 
matter what the task. “. .. as to the 
Lord”—we are not unmindful of men’s 
reactions, but our supreme motive is to 
please the Lord. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Busy Men’s Cornér 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Six days shalt thou labour .. .” 
(Exod. 20:9).—The Fourth Command- 
ment is one that commands labor as 
well as rest. The Lord does not put a 
premium on idleness. Even before sin 
entered the world, there was work for 
Adam to do; for we read: “And the 
Lord God took the man, and put him 
into the Garden of Eden to dress it and 
to keep it” (Gen. 2:15). 

And immediately following that act, 
we have the statement, “Of every tree 
of the garden thou mayest freely eat.” 
Working and eating were closely allied 
even in the halcyon days of Eden! 

It was not beneath the dignity of the 
Apostle Paul to labor with his hands 
(Acts 20:34, 35). He would not “eat 
any man’s bread for nought” (2 Thess. 
3:8). 

A literal application of Paul’s com- 
mand, “If any would not work, neither 
should he eat” would certainly go 
hard with many today; for there are 
many parasites in the world. Someone 
has said that the Greek word for “par- 
asite” referred originally to “one who 
eats at the table of another, repaying 
him only with flattery.” Some present- 
day parasites omit even the flattery! 

I saw a post card in a shop recently 
that carried a message bearing on this 
point. It said: “You may think the 
world owes you a living, but you will 
have to work hard to collect it.” 


“But the seventh day is the sabbath 
... ” (Exod. 20:10).—This Sabbath was 
given to the people whom the Lord 
brought out of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage (v. 2). The Lord said it was 
to be a sign between Him and the Chil- 
The perform- 


dren of Israel forever. 
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ance of any work on that day was 
punishable by death . (Exod. 31:12-17). 

Like the meats, drinks, holy days, and 
new moons mentioned in the Law, the 
Sabbath was a “shadow,” but “the body 
is of Christ” (Col. 2:14-17). The sev- 
enth day was the memorial of God’s 
rest in creation; while the first day of 
the week is the memorial of His rest in 
redemption. 

“Think of what that day was to the 
Lord Jesus! The day of His resurrec- 
tion; the day of new and spiritual re- 
lationships and associations; the day in 
which He had brethren to whom He 
eould declare the name of His Father 
and God! Let us have that day hal- 
lowed in our hearts that it may be to 
us what it was to Him” (C. A. Coats). 


“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might .. .” (Eccles. 9:10). 
—It is one thing to do something, but 
quite another to do it with might, en- 
thusiasm, and zeal. 

Here are some things the Lord expects 
us to do diligently: hearken (Isa. 55:2); 
seek (Heb. 11:6); learn (Jer. 12:16); 
obey (Zech. 6:15); teach (Deut. 6:7); 
consider (Psa. 37:10); and give (2 Cor. 
9:7). 

One devout Christian remarked as he 
was leaving for a new sphere of service, 
“Wherever I may be, I shall, by God’s 
blessing, do with my might what my 
hand findeth to do, and if I do not find 
work, I shall make it!” 


“There is no work .. . in the grave 

. .” (Eccles. 9:10).—Some persons have 
endeavored to make this verse teach 
the unscriptural theory of “Soul sleep- 
ing”; but it is the body, of which the 
hand is a part, that descends into the 
grave—not the soul. The spirit and 
soul go either to Heaven or hell accord- 
ing to the attitude of the deceased to- 
ward the Lord Jesus Christ. There is 
no activity, device, knowledge, nor wis- 
dom in the grave; but to say such a 
thing about Heaven or hell is to mani- 
fest ignorance of the teaching of the 
Bible on those destinies (see Luke 15:7, 
10; 2 Pet. 2:4). I like what one believer 
said when on the verge of departing 
this life and entering Glory: “No young 
girl ever felt a more delightful flutter- 
ing at the prospect of a foreign tour 
than I feel at the prospect of soon see- 
ing Christ, and knowing Him inti- 
mately, and being known of Him!” 


“Let him .. . steal no more: but... 
labour ... to give...” (Eph. 4:28).— 
That is true conversion! The former 
thief, upon being saved, is not only to 
cease stealing, but is to secyre employ- 
ment, and earn enough money to meet 
his own needs, and some of the needs 
of others. 

I know a man who was a thief who 
became “soundly converted”—as we say 
—and who not only ceased stealing, but 
made restitution where possible, and is 
now so gainfully employed that he is 
ministering generously to many in need. 
His is truly a happy and fruitful life. 


“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, 
as to the Lord . . .” (Col. 3:23)—Our 
Lord is not only interested in what and 
how service is rendered, but also .to 
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whom it is rendered. Work must be 
done “as to the Lord” regardless of 
whether it is done in the home, school, 
church, hospital, office, store, or on the 
farm! 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SucGcEsTeD HyMNS 


“When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
“Work, for the Night Is Coming” 
“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee 
for Thy wonderful work in creating 
this world and all it holds. We thank 
Thee, too, that ours is the duty and 
privilege of working that which is good 
and of being workers together with 
Thee in the Gospel. Lead us each one 
into the work by which we are to sup- 
port ourselves and help us to make the 
work of Thy Kingdom the thing for 
which we live. Be merciful to all dis- 
abled and handicapped people that they 
may find a corner of usefulness in 
which to serve. To the sick grant heal- 
ing, guidance to the perplexed, comfort 
to the sad, and their necessities to the 
needy. Guide and use the faithful work 
of Thy servants that the purifying and 
unifying influences of the Gospel may 
bring men both cleansing from sin and 
peace on earth. Forgive us our tres- 
passes and establish us in uprightness 
and loving consideration for others, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The Bible gives no 
encouragement to laziness. It says, “Six 
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy 
work.” That means an honest week’s 
work is our duty. “Blessed is he who 
has found his work” is a true proverb, 
for there is satisfaction in accomplish- 
ing that which we feel to be our par- 
ticular job. 

God would have us do more than ‘just 
what we are paid to do. Christ taught 
us to give good measure, heaped up, 
pressed down and running over. He 
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taught us to go the second mile. Our 
lesson says Christian toilers are to do 
their daily job as unto Christ. How 
carefully we should do our chores today 
if we knew Christ was to inspect our 
work! And He will—in that great day 
when we stand before His judgment 
seat. Never try to get away with as 
little as you can. You would be 
ashamed of that in Christ’s presence. 
Do more than you are paid to do. It 
will please your employer, it will give 
you great satisfaction, and it will de- 
light your Lord and Saviour. 

There is another sense, however, in 
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Lesson for September 7 


which we are to do more than we are 
paid to do. Over and above what we 
do for a living is what we do with our 
life as a whole. The Christian is called 
to turn his life over to His Saviour. We 
are to give gladly and freely of time, 
strength, and ability to help others 
know the Lord. This is something more 
than we are paid to do, something we 
do in our free time. Even pastors and 
missionaries on salary are not paid for 
preaching the Gospel but supported so 
as to have as much time as possible free 
to serve Christ’s cause. Count your real 
work to be to serve Jesus Christ and let 
what you do for a livelihood be to meet 
expenses while living for Jesus. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, allow me to introduce 
you to Mr. Work. Humanly speak- 
ing, the way in which you meet and 
hook up with this gentleman will have 
more to do with determining your suc- 
cess in life than any other one thing. 
Mr. Work is a member of the most 
amazingly successful concern in the 
community. His senior partner is Mr. 
Faith, “Faith & Work, Unlimited”— 
that’s the style of the firm, and they 
certainly have put across the biggest 
contracts ever known to the world. 
Sometime I hope we may have the 
senior partner with us, but Mr. Work 
is here today, and we shall get plenty 
from him. In fact, Plenty is his middle 
name. Let us look him over. He is full 
of life and vigor. See his muscles, firm 
and hard. Watch the flash of his eye. 
Something there that inspires a fellow. 
Notice how he is in demand. Every- 
where people want him. Get that 
cheery smile; it grew on a well-done 
job, and stays there by repetition of 
well-done jobs. Observe his steadiness, 
his confidence, and, withal, his accept- 
able humility. Why he looks good 
either in Scotch cheviot or in overalls. 
I want to tell you a secret about this 
fellow. He is often mistaken for an- 
other celebrated and much-honored one 
—Mr. Genius. Thomas Edison says that 
genius is just another name for con- 
Scientious hard work. That being so, 
any fellow can make a success and an 
honored name who is willing to dig— 
and dig intelligently. 

But the best thing that can be said 
about work is to repeat what our Lord 
said: “My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work” (John 5:17). Work is a divine 
characteristic, a divine institution. Our 
great God. works. Jesus Christ, His 
royal Son, worked incessantly when 
upon earth and works now continually. 
God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit are the most tireless 
workers in the universe. Now what do 
you think of anyone who despises 
work? What would you think of one 
who refused the work at hand and sat 
idly by, or went off on some useless ex- 
cursion to escape it, while God, unwill- 
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ing to lose a minute, ceaselessly works? 

Of course, fellows, I’m not saying we 
should never go fishing or play a game 
of ball. Recreation is in the divine pro- 
gram. Every proper recreation is a 
help to good work.. We owe it to our 
job and to ourselves to keep fit, and 
recreation is a part of the keep-fit 
schedule. We only need to be careful 
and keep work and recreation in their 
right proportions. 

The bitterest pills a fellow has to take 
are those produced by idleness. Idle- 
ness usually opens the door and the 
Devil comes in and takes charge. Not 
that work alone is sufficient to keep us 
clean and out of trouble; oh, no, that 
would be a fatal error, and many have 
fallen by it. The firm, you remember, 
is “Faith & Work, Unlimited.” Mr. 
Christian Faith is the senior partner of 
this firm, and is absolutely necessary 
to a truly successful career in the great 
business of life. We are simply looking 
over Mr. Work today. 

One other wonderful thought to me, 
fellows, about this matter of work, is 
that when a boy is born into the world, 
his work is born with him—his own 
particular task, his life work. God 
Himself arranges it. Isn’t that fine? 
Who else could do it so wisely? So you 
may depend your job somewhere awaits 
you, if you have not already discovered 
it, and it is a perfect fit. 

How to know your task? First, ask 
God. Pray over this thing. Then do 
the next thing at hand, the duty calling 
now. Do it the best way you know and 
put your level best into it. It is the 
surest way that I know for a fellow to 
find his God-designed level; and Usually 
you work upward to it when you seek 
it in that way. 

Listen, fellows, this is Gospel—“Well 
done, good and faithful servant: thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things: 


enter thou into the joy of thy Lord” 


(Matt. 25:23). 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


Ss 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HO will say Psalm 19:1-12 for us? 
Thank you, Joanie. The rest of 
us will follow the verses in our Bibles. 
Today we will learn the first half of 
verse 13, “Keep back thy servant also 
from presumptuous sins; let them not 
have dominion over me.” In verse 12 
the Psalmist asked to be cleansed from 
“secret faults.” Here he asks to be kept 
from sins which are more obvious, es- 
pecially those that come from pride. 
We need to pray this prayer, too, don’t 
we? 
Today’s lesson is about our daily 
work. When I was a child I considered 
work a dismal necessity. I thought I 


would be perfectly happy if there were 
no dishes to wash, no beds to make, and 
no floors to sweep. But since I.have 
grown up and noticed the difference 
between children who have been taught 
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to work, and those who have not been, 
I realize that our family enjoyed play- 
time more because of having had to 
work first. A mother of one of my pu- 
pils told me.that her four girls nearly 
drove her wild with their quarreling 
and their continually coming to ask her 
“What shall we do now?” When she 
asked my advice, I suggested that each 
girl be given some work to do before 
she could play. A few months later this 
mother came back to say that the ex- 
periment had really helped. She said, 
“My girls are a real help now in the 
‘home. They have fewer quarrels and 
enjoy their playtime more, now that 
they have work to do first.” 

How many days in the week does God 
intend man to work? Read Exodus 20: 
9, 10. School operates only five days a 
week and many jobs have only a five- 
day week. But there is work to be 
done on the sixth day anyway. What, 
for instance? (Cooking, house clean- 
ing, fixing our clothes.) Right. I hope 
you girls do your share of these things 
cheerfully. 

Ecclesiastes 9:10 tells us how God 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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wants us to work. (With all our might.) 
People who work with all their might 
enjoy their work far more than the ones 
who dawdle through it. I visited a 
home where it took the daughter of the 
house two hours to do the breakfast 
dishes. She moved a couple of plates, 
then sauntered into the front room and 
started strumming on the piano. When 
her mother called her back, she did a 
little more to the dishes, then engaged 
in a long telephone conversation. After 
that, she went tc watch a TV program 


in which she was especially interested. 


It was plain she hated her work, and 
her mother hated the way she did it. 
I offered to help, but her mother re- 
fused my offers. 

We learn here in Ecclesiastes 9:10 that 
the Lord does hot like lazy ways of 
working either. It is recorded in the 
Bible that Baruch did his share of re- 
pairing the walls of Jerusalem “ear- 
nestly” (Neh. 3:20). God notices the 
work of girls, too, because that same 
chapter tells of the work done by Shal- 
lum “and his daughters.” Working 
earnestly pleases God, pleases our par- 
ents, and enables us to finish in time to 
do things we enjoy. , 


Why should we work? Read Ephe- 
sians 4:28 for one reason. (That we 
“may have to give to him that 


needeth.”) Right. I hope you girls 
have begun to find some of the pleasure 
there is in giving to others. 

Turn to Colossians 3:22. Here we 
learn something else about how we 
should work. What do you suppose 
“eyeservice” means? (Working while 
you are being watched.) Good; only 
let us say “while you’re being watched 
by the boss, or some other person.” 
God is always watching. When I have 
to leave my schoolroom for a few min- 
utes, I sometimes remind my pupils that 
“the most important Person” can still 
see them. And they are usually behav- 
ing nicely when I return. 

Read the rest of Colossians 3, and the 
first verse of chapter 4. This tells us 
why we should do our work just as 
well, if only the Lord sees us. (Because 
we will get a reward.) Isn’t that won- 
derful! Whether we are helping at 
home, picking beans in a field, or work- 
ing in school, we can be serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and earning eternal 
rewards. . 

A Christian organization asked each 
officer to turn in a written report at 
each business meeting. Every report 
was to end with the words, “This work 
was done for the Lord Jesus.” The 
members accomplished a great deal be- 
cause that little sentence helped them 
to realize that they were serving the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let us do our daily 
work so that we could write beneath 
each day’s record, “This work was done 
for the Lord Jesus.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


Ss 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A Mind To Work 
(Neh. 4:6-9, 21) 


OR review have the pupils draw 

slips of paper among which some 
bear the names of Daniel, head officer 
(“prince of the eunuchs”), Melzar, King 
Nebuchadnezzar. Have each tell his 
part in solving Daniel’s problem and 
its results (Dan. 1:8-20). I think there 
was something that Daniel did not brag 
about, that helped put the boys at the 
head of their class. Good food and pure 
drink would not help much if the boys 
did not settle down and—? Study! 

School is beginning again for you. 
What your ranks and examinations will 
tell by next spring, by three years from 
now, will depend on what you do this 
coming week and every week after it, 
Healthy food, pure drinks, regular sleep, 
exercise (poster with pictures might be 
used) all count. If you cheat on any of 
them, you are cheating yourself now 
and for the years to come. But they 
will not help unless you get down to 
work on those studies! 

Does the Bible have anything besides 
Daniel’s story to help us get good rank? 
It tells us when to and when not to 
work (Exod. 20:9, 10. Comic book in 
the geography, homework on Sunday 
are illustrations.) It tells us how to 
work. “Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might” (Eccles. 9: 
10, Memory Verse. Just getting by in- 
stead of working for an A or whatever 
honor rating is. Slighting hard subject 
for favorite one.) Whatever you have 
to do, do it the best you can. 

The Book of Ecclesiastes was written 
by Daniel’s ancestor, King Solomon. 
When his work as king looked too diffi- 
cult for him, what did he do? He asked 
God for wisdom. Many besides Solo- 
men and Daniel have found that God 
helped them when they prayed about 
their work. One girl went up from a 
D to a B in arithmetic. Solomon was 
interested in science. See all he knew 
about in 1 Kings 4:33, 34. He was a 
great reader, but he found that many 
books were not worth reading. Soe he 
picked out the good and saved it for 
us (Eccles. 12:9-14). He was a musi- 
cian and wrote over a thousand songs 
(1 Kings 4:32). What three Books of 
the Bible did he write? (Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon.) And 
what is his advice on your schoolwork 
and other work? (Memory Verse.) 

Colossians 3:22-25 has another Bible 
help for school. Instead of “servants,” 
put in “pupils,” and instead of “mas- 
ters,” put in “teachers.” Do just as you 
would if the Lord Jesus Christ were 
standing there in front as your teacher! 
After all, He is the one who is going to 
give out the real rewards and the pun- 
ishments, and hold the final examina- 
tions! Nobody is going to fool Him! 

Some of you have other work: besides 
schoolwork. Often it is hard .and tire- 
some. You cannot imagine how hard 
and tiresome it was for Nehemiah and 
his people to build the wails of their 
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city after they got home from being 
prisoners for seventy years. Every- 
thing in ruins! The dignified priests 
and rulers of cities worked. Girls 
worked. Everybody, almost! Stone up- 
on stone, the wall rose to half its height, 
“for the people had a mind to work.” 
Then it got harder. “We can’t do it!” 
“The workers are tired.” “There’s too 
much rubbish!” “Our enemies are plot- 
ting against us!” So went the com- 
plaints. But prayer was made. Men 
stood on guard with spears. Workers 
wore their swords. So the wall was 
built. “Where there’s a will there’s a 
way.” If you want something, work for 
it, even for missionary money (Eph. 4: 
28). 
Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


What Next?—Whatsoever ye do, do it 
héartily, as to the Lord (Col. 3:23, 
Golden Text.) A merchant said to his 
wife at the supper table: “Three days 
ago a. boy came to work in the office, 
and he.is the best boy we ever had. 
The first morning after he began work 
he performed very faithfully and ‘sys- 
tematically the exact duties assigned, 
which had been carefully explained to 
him. When he had finished he came to 
me and said, ‘Mr. H——, I have finished 
all that work. Now what can I do?’ I 
was greatly surprised, but I gave him a 
little job of work and forgot all about 
him until he came into my room with 
the question, ‘What next?’ He was the 
first boy that ever entered our office 
who was willing and volunteered to do 
more work than was assigned to him. 
I predict a successful career for that 
boy as a businessman.” Don’t be slov- 
enly or careless or unfaithful. All good 
work is faithful work. Be sincere. Let 
your work, whatever it is, be done as 
for the Lord—From “The Children’s 
Preacher,” by the Rev. J. Reid Howatt. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


How You Spend the Sabbath.—Sizxr 
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy 
work (Exod. 20:9). In «a newspaper 
from my home town in Northern Ire- 
land I was impressed as I gazed at the 
picture of an old man néaring his hun- 
dredth birthday. He was sawing wood 
when a reporter called at his home to 
interview him. Asked to what he at- 
tributed his long life, the old gentleman 
said: “Well, now, I'll just be telling you. 
I’ve always had to work hard, and these 
times when folk are after shorter hours 
and more pay, all the time, I’m wonder- 
ing where it’s all going to end. It’s nice 
for a working man to have his Satur- 
days free, but it’s very important how 
he does his work the. other five days; 
aye, and it’s very important, too, how 
he spends the Sabbath Day. I reckon 
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a man who works hard and keeps God’s 
day and reverences His sanctuary will 
be a happy man, even if he hasn't got 
much of this world’s goods.”—Sent by 
Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


To Prevent Blindness.—But the sev- 
enth day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God: in it thou shalt not de any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daugh- 
ter, thy manservant, nor thy maidserv- 
ant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
that is within thy gates (Exod. 20:10). 
A tourist, passing one Sunday through a 
mining district in Pennsylvania, asked 
a boy why there were so many mules in 
the fields that day. The ‘boy replied, 
“These mules are worked in the mines 
during the week and are brought up 
into the light on Sundays to prevent 
them from going’ blind.” Should not 
Sunday be a day of strength to our 
spiritual msight?—Source unknown. 
Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


His Faithful Research Paid Off.— 
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might (Eccles. 9:10). A 
physician in one of our Eastern cities 
several years ago had a patient who 
was afflicted with a very rare disease. 
A number of fellow practitioners had 
declined to handle the case, saying that 
they had no time to devote to it. Fin- 
ally, however, the above-mentioned 
doctor, whom for convenience we will 
call Dr. Jones, agreed to do his best for 
the unfortunate man. That “best” ul- 


‘ timately meant the devotion of many 


weary hours to study, covering a period 
of several months. As a result of the 
physician’s research, the patient was 
completely restored to health. From a 
financial point of view, the case was 
rather discouraging to the doctor, his 
fee being but $25, all that the patient 
could raise, as he was in very moderate 
circumstances. It so happened that 
within a year a similar case came to the 
attention of Dr. Jones, this time the son 
of a very wealthy man. Then it was 
that the fund of special information 
was at hand, with little or no additional 
study. This time, upon the recovery of 
the patient, the doctor’s fee of $1,000 
was promptly and cheerfully paid by 


the wealthy father—From Wesleyan 
Methodist. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 


Andes, N. Y. 


Kindness Led to Conversion.—Let 
him that stole steal no more: but rather 
let him labour, working with his hands 
the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth (Eph. 
4:28). A wicked boy once stole all the 
grapes he could find on the vine of a 
lady who lived near his mother. The 
lady’s daughter suspected the ‘thief, and 
was very angry. Her mother said, 
“Don’t indulge your anger, ‘my dear, 
but carry the few bunches the thief left, 
with some other needful articles of food 
to his sick mother.” This advice was 
followed. When the boy witnessed the 
kindness to his mother his heart smote 
him. He was overcome with shame and 
confessed, and offered her the money 
for which he had sold the fruit, and de- 
clared he would never steal again. The 
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young lady declined taking the money, 
and advised him to go to the Sunday 
school, and put it in the missionary box. 
The boy became a member of the Sun- 
day school, was converted, and grew up 
to be an active Christian man—From 
Teacher’s Journal. Sent by J. Edward 
Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 

Shoemaking and Preaching.—Serv- 
ants, obey in all things your masters 
according to the flesh; not with eye- 
service, as menpleasers; but in singleness 
of heart, fearing God (Col. 3:22). A 
young preacher received a rebuke from 
a Christian shoemaker on whom he 
called. After saying, “I have come to 
talk to you about the things of God, 
and I am very glad a man can-be in a 
humble occupation and yet be a godly 
man,” the shoemaker said, “Don’t call 
this‘ occupation humble.” The preacher, 
thinking he had made a mistake, said, 
“Excuse me, I didn’t mean to reflect on 
what you do for a living.” 

The man replied: “You didn’t hurt 
me, but I was afraid you. might have 
hurt the Lord Jesus Christ. I believe 
the making of a shoe is just as holy a 
thing as your preaching a sermon. I be- 
lieve that when I come to stand before 
the Lord, He is going to ask, ‘What kind 
of shoes did you make down on earth?’ 
and He might pick out this very pair 
in order to let me look at them in His 
light. And He is going to ask you, 
‘What kind of messages did you deliver 
down on earth?’”—From Tom M. Olson, 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 

Putting Christ Before Her Children.— 
For ye serve the Lord Christ (Col. 3:24). 
Mrs. Comstock, that great .missionary 
to India, when she came to the time to 
zxeturn to her native land to educate her 
children, faced the question: “Shall I 
send them back, and stay here with my 
chain of mission stations? 


separated for years from these agencies 
on the mission field? 


Shall I trust my 


Or shall'I be: 


own little ones to friends in the home- 
land?” She fought the battle out, then 
said: “I will stay by the task God has 
given me. I will put these children in 
the hands-of loved ones and of Christ.” 
She took the children down to the great 
steamer and prayed for them there, and 
saw the little ones going farther and 
farther from‘her and waving their little 
handkerchiefs. Then she dropped on 
the sand and said over and over again, 
“Lord Jesus, I am doing this for Thee; I 
am putting Thee before my little girls.” 
Then she went back to her work, and 
her: mighty mission transformed deserts 
into gardens for the Lord. We must 
pay the price—From a sermon by Dr. 
George W. Truett. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Axtell, Kans. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HAS always been—ever since the 
very beginning of things—God’s plan 
that people should work. God Him- 
self worked, you will remember, in 
creating this wonderful world in which 
we live. Later He ordered that every- 
one who would ever live on this earth 
should work. That is why you are . 
given certain things to do at home. 
Perhaps you dry the dishes or empty 
the trash or do other things. That is 
exactly as it should be in every home. 
The person who does not work is not fit 
to worship God. 

Today’s lesson tells us about 
some people—all kinds of people—who 
worked very hard in the long ago. Let 
me tell you about it. Last week we 
learned how four men honored God 
when they were captives in a foreign 
land. Among the captives in that land 
of Babylon was a man whose name was 
Nehemiah. We will have to say that 
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~ Truly a classic on holy living 
- and the deepening of the spir- 
itual life. 


For 40 years the author, a minister 
of the Church of England, was a 
leading speaker and Council mem- 
ber of the British Keswick Con- 
vention. 

This book has been regarded as the 
Convention’s textbook, said Mr. Fred 


Mitchell, its former chairman. 





Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas stated: 
“By far the best book available on 
the subject of Holiness.” 


rat ait on 


The regular selling price of this 128 
page clothbound book is $1.50, post- 
paid, from your bookstore or from 
The Sunday School Times Co. 





One of our readers has written us: “I want to commend you 
for publishing this book as I believe the body of truth it contains 
is the most neglected teaching in our day next to the Gospel. 
This .book has been a great blessing to me.” 





HOW YOU CAN GET THIS BOOK 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give one copy of this book for every 
THREE NEW 13-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each (Canada, $1.10 
U.S.A. dollars). 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample copies of the 
TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you have obtained the NEW subscriptions, send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $i (Canada, $1.10) for each 
NEW 13-weeks subscription. Upon receipt, the names go on our mailing list and 
your copy (or copies) of this book will be sent to you immediately, on the basis 
of one book for every three subscriptions. Send all subscriptions at one time and 
mention this offer. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street - . - t- - Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


























August 23, 1958 


name together several times so that we 
have it correctly. Nehemiah had be- 
come one of the king’s servants (Neh, 
1:11). One day he learned that some 
work needed to be done in his own city 
of Jerusalem. In those olden days, each 
city had a strong, high wall around it to 
protect it from its enemies. But, un- 
fortunately, Jerusalem’s wall had been 
destroyed. And, worse than that, it had 
never been rebuilt. 

When Nehemiah learned this, he 
cried (v. 4). Then he did a very bold 
thing. He prayed, first of all, to God, 
confessing his sins and the sins of God’s 
people. Then he asked the king for 
permission to return to his homeland so 
that he might start rebuilding the city 
walls. Because Nehemiah loved God 
with all his heart, God answered his 
prayer. And the king gave Nehemiah 
permission to return to Jerusalem. 

Rebuilding the walls was not an easy 
thing, you may be sure. It was not a 
thing that one man could do alone. No, 
indeed! It took miany, many people. 
And the people had to work hard. The 
Bible tells us that the priests helped 
with the building (3:1); the. goldsmiths 
and the apothecaries (druggists) helped 
with the building (v. 8); the ruler of 
part of the land helped (v. 9); some 
daughters helped (v. 12); and there 
were many others. Many kinds of peo- 
ple were needed in the long ago to do 
God’s work, even as they are needed 
today. Each person or each group of 
people had its own bit of wall or its 
own gate to see to. The rule was that 
everyone was to work on the wall that 
was nearest his own house. Those 
whom God uses most, it seems, are those 
who do not wait to go far away to- work 
for Him, but who start right at home 
to serve Him. 

You may be certain that the enemies 
of the Jews were not pleased about 
Nehemiah’s rebuilding the walls. They 
did everything they could to get Nehe- 
miah and his men to stop building. The 
enemies made fun of them by saying 
that their work was so poor that if a 
fox crawled up on top of it, it would 
cave in! Do you think Nehemiah ar- 
gued with the enemies? I should say 
he did not! He did not have time for 
that. He had too much work to do. He 
simply prayed to his Father in Heaven. 
And he &nd his men kept right on with 
their building. -Why? Because, we are 
told in God’s Word, “the people had a 
mind to work” (4:6). 

When the enemies of God’s people 
saw that making fun of them didn’t stop 
them, they became very angry. To- 
gether they decided that they would 
fight against the people of God, causing 
confusion so that the building could not 
be continued. When Nehemiah heard 
this do you think he started to cry and 
rush around excitedly wondering what 
to do? Nehemiah was not that kind of 
man. The minute he learned that the 
enemies were preparing to fight, Ne- 
hemiah started to pray. Not only did 
Nehemiah pray but his men prayed 
with him; for, we are told, “we made 
our prayer unto our God” (v. 9). 

God gave His servant, Nehemiah, spe- 
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cial wisdom—a thing He always gives 
to His children who depend on Him. It 
was God’s wisdom, therefore, that 
caused Nehemiah to put guards on duty 
day and night. Half of the people 
worked on the walls; the other half 
stood guard with spears in their hands. 
And the work that God had put on 
Nehemiah’s heart to do was finally com- 
pleted. God, even today, has work to 
be done and needs workers who are 
willing to do it. You, like Nehemiah, 
may be God’s servant. Will you—right 
now—ask Him what He wants you to 
do? 
MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


x 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 619) 

1. The example of God in creation 
(cf. Exod. 20:11). 

2. Acts 20:7. 

3. Philippians 1:21-23; 2 Corinthians 
5§:6-8, for example. 

4. One’s life-span (Eccles. 9:10); six 
days per week (Exod. 20:9). 

5. Work must be substituted for theft 
in order that one might have means to 
help the needy (Eph. 4:28). 

6. Participation in a divine inherit- 
ance (Col. 3:24). 

7. Because they fear and serve God 
(Col. 3: 22, 23). 

8. Because they have a heavenly 
Master (Col. 4:1). ‘ 

9. No. Wrong always deserves rebuke 
(Col. 3:25). 


10. Christians are “called” to work. 
Labor has dignity, for it is performed 
to the glory of God. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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y With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times~ Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts.,: Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





The Normal Christian Life. By 
Watchman Nee. (Witness and Testi- 
mony Publishers, London; may be 
ordered from the Christian Literature 
Crusade, Fort Washington, Pa. $2.) 
Among the best books for believers are 
those which show how to live the Chris- 
tian life. This is in that class. It com- 
prises studies given by Watchman Nee 
(Nee To-sheng) of Foochow, China, in 
England in 1938 and 1939 and carefully 
edited by Angus I. Kinnear of Banga- 
lore, India. Mr. Nee makes it perfectly 
Clear that salvation comes only through 
the blood of Christ. The way of victory 
is through identification with Christ. 
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“The Blood deals with the sins, but 
the Cross must deal with the sinner.” 
“The Blood procures our pardon for 
what we have done; the Cross procures 
our deliverance from what we are.” 
He has a chapter on “Knowing,” deal- 
ing with the fact of our death with 
Christ (Rom. 6:1-11); and another on 
“Reckoning,” explaining our part. His 
chapters on Romans 7 and walking in 
the Spirit are particularly good. He 
shows the need of complete surrender 
to God and gives the right place to the 
work of the Holy Spirit within the be- 
liever. As is the case with many Chin- 
ese Christians, his illustrations are apt 
and illuminating, often taken from com- 
monplace things. In the chapter on 
“The Cross and the Soul Life,” Mr. Nee 
shows that when Adam disobeyed God 
his soul came uppermost and he thought 
he could rely on himself rather than 
God. God’s purpose now is to subject 
the soul life completely to His Spirit, 
so that we will, walk, and work by His 
power instead of our own. Here and 
there the careful reader will find a few 
extreme statements, which may be laid 
to the writer’s enthusiasm for his sub- 
ject and which are not unscriptural. 
One paragraph makes the reader won- 
der whether Mr. Nee believes in a par- 
tial rapture of the Church. On the 
whole this is a valuable handbook on 
the Christian life, carrying out the 
thought of its title, and written clearly 
and convincingly. It has already helped 
many to find the way of victory and 
should lead many others out of defeat 
into joy and peace. 


Land Beyond the Nile. By Malcolm 
Forsberg. (Harper and Bros., New York 
16; $3.95.) Not an ordinary missionary 
book, this is the lively story of Malcolm 
Forsberg’s life and work as a member of 
the Sudan Interior Mission, from his 
days at Wheaton, class of °32, to the 
present. It is unusually well written 
and full of human interest. At college he 
fell in love with Enid Miller. After a 
long engagement they were married in 
Ethiopia by Harold Street of the S.I.M. 
Now they have three boys and Dorothy 
June, who was born without a left hand. 
Mr. Forsberg writes in a somewhat 
sprightly way, though never foolishly or 
irreverently, with a light touch, and 
many witty reflections. He does not 
hold up himself or his wife or friends as 
special saints, but tells enough of their 
human thoughts, feelings, and failures 
to let the reader know that they are 
only sinners saved by grace. His sense 
of humor is delightful and more than 
once on the field it relieved tense mo- 
ments. The Forsberg’s love story is 
captivating, told with dignity and re- 
straint, and creating suspense that 
reaches its joyous climax in the simple 
wedding and honeymoon under hard 
conditions. During the Ethiopian war 
they had a terrible trek on muleback 
when Enid was pregnant with their first 
child; and when, after innumerable 
hardships, they reached the mission sta- 
tion, there were tears of joy and relief. 
The three parts of the book (thirty-five 
chapters) give a vivid and detailed pic- 
ture of the work in Ethiopia, the Anglo- 
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ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
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Egyptian Sudan, and the Sudan. Dr. 
Rowland Bingham, founder, and Dr. 
Tom Lambie come into the record, and 
many other hard-working, devoted col- 
leagues. The reader ets glimpses of 
the difficulties of language study and 
winning the hearts of degraded, igno- 
rant savages, as well as the building of 
stations and transporting of supplies. 
This is an inspiring story, centering 
around a courageous missionary family 
in one of the largest independent mis- 
sions of our own time. It will humble 
American Christians and make them 
realize that most of their trials are small 
compared to those of fhe missionaries. 


The Bible and the Church—Which 
Came First? By Oliver W. Price. 
(Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay,-Ohio. May 
be ordered from Fellowship Books, P.O. 
Box 9081, Oklahoma City 15, Okla., $1.) 
This book, with only a little over 100 
pages, is the best answer that this re- 
viewer has ever read, to the Catholic 
advertising series by the Knights of Co- 
lumbus, a Catholic men’s organization. 
The claims of Rome are challenged from 
the Word of God. The Roman Church 
demands its constituency to acknowl- 





626 (14) 


edge the authenticity of the Pope and 
his Bishops. The Bible is relegated to a 
place of minor importance. The author 
emphasizes the authority’ of the Scrip- 
tures over any ectlesiastical voice. 
Here is information for the Protestant 
so that he may defend his position, and 
also help for Roman Catholics that they 
may learn the truth. 


Thy Word Is Truth. By Edward J. 
Young. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) In a 
humble and receptive spirit we must ac- 
cept the Bible for what it claims to be. 
It is in this spirit that Dr. Young ably 
discusses the Biblical doctrine of, in- 
spiration. Included in this comprehen- 
Sive treatise are analyses of some mod- 
‘ern views of the Bible; answers to the 
questions, “What is inerrancy?” and 
“Are there errors in the Bible?”; and an 
appraisal of the relationship of the hu- 
man writers to the Word of'God. The 
treatment is thorough, highly instruc- 
tive, and convincing. This sound work, 
with its scholarly handling of a chal- 
lenging and much-debated subject, will 
rejoice the heart as it will satisfy the 
mind of the Bible believer. 


s : ; 


The Grace of Tenderness 


_ (Continued from second page) 
our infirmities”; and so to be in sym- 
pathy with us at all points of our trial 


and our need. And because of God’s: 


understanding of the universal craving 
for tenderness, His injunction comes to 
us all: “Be ye kind one to another, ten- 
derhearted, forgiving one another, even 
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you” (Eph. 4:32). 


(To be continued) 


BY 


Which Revolution? 


N “Blueprint for World Communism” 

published in 1928 the author tells of 
Communism’s plans to take over the 
world by 1971. The United States is to 
be the last nation to fall. According 
to some reports today the Communist 
revolution is ahead of schedule. 
. The Communists are planning and 
they are working. 

What about the church? 

In two years, Judge Bertil E. Johnson 
of Pierce County Juvenile Court, Ta- 
coma, Wash., had over 2,000 young peo- 
ple 10 to 18 years old appear before him. 
All but one listed a denominational 
preference.- However, at the time of 
their arrest less than,2 per cent were 
in regular contact with a church or 
Sunday school. 

The judge asked all of these young- 
sters, if, when they dropped out of 
Sunday school anyone contacted them 
to get them back. During the two years 
only two youngsters said such a contact 
was made. Does this startle you? 


What about your Sunday school? 
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Do we need a, Sunday school revival? 
We need a Sunday school revolution. 
The National Sunday School Associ- 


ation’s 13th annual convehtion will be, 


in Des Moines, Iowa, October 8-10. God 
has used Sunday school conventions to 
“wake up” more Christians and get 
them “moving” than perhaps any other 
agency. ‘ 


Y 


rN Mission Secretary 
Is Needed 


HE PIONEER MISSION AGENCY 

is one of ,the three branches of the 
Victorious Life Testimony, with which 
THe Sunpay Scuoot Times has long 
been associated. The Agency was 
founded by L. L. Legters, often a 
speaker at the Victorious Life Confer- 
ences at Keswick Grove, N. J.; and now 
Sponsors Mr. Legters’ son, D. Brainerd 
Legters, a missionary in Mexico. It 
does not regularly send out missionar- 
ies, but forwards funds to many mis- 
sion boards. 

Mrs. Grace Mallory had been the office 
secretary of the Pioneer Mission Agency 
until a few months ago, when she passed 
away. Since then Miss A. May Van- 
dever, who handled the office secretar- 
ial. work for many years before Mrs. 
Mallory:did, has been carrying on the 
work. But she feels that she must re- 


tire at the end of September. The 
office, formerly in Philadelphia, was 
moved to Keswick Grove, N. J. A 


Christian woman is needed to replace 
Miss Vandever and do full-time work. 
She could either live in her own home 
in or near Philadelphia, and have the 
office there; or she could go to Keswick 
and have room and board; and the com- 
pensation would be adjusted according 
to the plan used. The need is urgent 
and it is hoped that someone may be 
found among Trwes readers or their 
friends. Anyone interested should write 
to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, and Vice-Chair- 
man of the Council of the Victorious 
Life Testimony, and Pioneer Mission 
Agency, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


x 


Children and the Communion 
(Continued from second page) 


memory of Christ’s death on the cross? 
It is primarily. the parents’ responsi- 
bility to know the answer to these 
questions, for unless a presiding min- 
ister knows personally all the children 
present, he cannot possibly decide 
whether they are fit to partake of 
Communion. Incidentally, this gives a 
strong reason why families should sit 
together in church, especially on Com- 
munion Sunday, so that parents may 
oversee their children’s behavior. The 
uncertainty on this question in* many 
churches today also emphasizes the 
value of the former practice in the 
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old Scottish Presbyterian churches, for 
instance, of “fencing” the tables and 
making sure that all who partook of 
the Supper were well prepared to do 
so. There ought to be more reverence 
and care in its observance than there 
often is today. 

The Editor wrote to Dr. Joseph C. 
Macaulay—until recently the Trwgs 
leading lesson writer—to ask what his 
practice had been when he was for 
many years pastor of the Wheaton 
Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. He replied: 

“Now about the problem of children 
and the communion service. It is a 
matter of particular delicacy in inde- 
pendent churches where there is no 
tradition to fall back on and no rules 
for guidance. We faced the problem 
in Wheaton and found a partial answer 
by establishing a rule that little chil- 
dren were not to be given the elements 
unless they were sitting with their 
parents or Sunday school teacher, who 
were made responsible for giving or 
not giving to the children. We tried to 
make it clear that the ordinance was 
only for those who were in living union 
with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“By swinging away from close com- 
munion and a ‘policing’ of the table I 
believe that we have gone to the other 
extreme and have become exceedingly 
lax. We certainly need clearer teach- 
ing all the way around, and church 
boards ought to be courageous enough 


‘to establish proper order at the Lord’s 


table.” 
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Scripture Art Calendars 
for 1959 


TTRACTIVE and useful in the 
home as well as in the Sunday 
school classroom, Scripture Art Calen- 
dars have long been used as beautiful 
reminders of the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson titles and Scrip- 
ture references for each Sunday of the 
year. 

The 1959 calendar is now ready for 
mailing. Like earlier editions, it is a 
wall calendar measuring 10 by 16 inches 
with a metal binding and cord for hang- 
ing at the top. Qn the cover is a 9 by 
13 inch full-color reproduction of An- 
derson’s painting, “Christ and the Chil- 
dren.” Each of the twelve inside pages, 
in addition to the calendar for the 
month shown in large easy-to-read 
numerals, displays an 8% by 4% full- 
color reproduction of some well-known 
painting of an incident that will be 
studied in the International Uniform 
Lessons for that particular: month. 
Among the subjects of these paintings 
will be found: “The Good Samaritan,” 
by Schnorr; “He Is Risen,” by Plock- 
horst; “David Anointed at Bethlehem,” 
by an unknown artist; “Esther,” by 
Stemler; “The Song of the Angels,” by 
Edelfeld. 

In addition to the large calendar 
blocks for the current month, each page 
shows small calendar blocks of the pre- 
ceding and following months. The In- 
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ternational Uniform Sunday School 
Lesson titles are given for each Sunday 
with the Scripture reference, a devo- 
tional reading reference, and a memory 
Selection for the week. The text for 
the Scripture verse for each weekday 
is printed in full, and, in «addition, 
Scripture references are printed for 
daily Bible reading for the entire 
month, following the selections of the 
American Bible Society. 

Many have found these Scripture Art 
Calendars suitable for inexpensive gifts 
for friends or members of, Sunday 
School classes and the like. Sunday 
school teachers like. them for the con- 
venient reminders of the coming Sun- 
day school lessons, and for the fine color 
reproductions of paintings of Bible 
Scenes, which are suitable for framing 
and displaying in the classroom as an 
aid to teaching. 

The calendars are moderately priced 
—35 cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for $3.50; 
25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. Prices 
for larger quantities may be had upon 
request. Please ask for the 1959 Scrip- 
ture Art Calendar, and mail your order 
with your name and address and re- 
mittance to The Sunday School Times 
Co., 325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 
5. 
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Children at Home 


Barb’s Tenth Birthday 
By Hazel Matchinsky 


ETTING to be ten years old seemed 

terribly important to Barb. She 
always thought that ten years old was 
almost grown up—well, over halfway 
anyway. And then being three years 
older than her sister, Carol, and seven 
years older than little brother, Billy, 
did give her a pretty good start toward 
the responsibility of an older sister. 
All these reasons, added up, made her 
anxious for that certain birthday to ar- 
rive. 

The day finally came and it also 
passed, but really Barb didn’t feel a bit 
different. One day she was nine and 
the next she was ten; that seemed about 
all there was to it. She enjoyed the 
extra treats Mother prepared for her 
and she also thought her gifts were 
lovely, but she still kept thinking, “Do 
I feel any older?” 

Almost a week after her birthday, 
Daddy had to leave on a business trip. 
As he bade the family good-by he gave 
Barb an extra little pat on the shoulder 
and asked her to share some of the re- 
sponsibilities with Mother, “seeing you 
are now ten years old,” Daddy added. 

“Well,” Barb thought, “perhaps there 
is something to being ten after all!” 

For a few days things went smoothly: 
Barb ran errands, offered suggestions 
for meals, and was a big help in enter- 
taining Carol and Billy. She even 
helped Carol study her memory verse 
for Sunday school, a task that Daddy 
would usually have taken care of. Both 
Barb and Carol were faithful in attend- 
ing Sunday school. They both loved 


. Jesus and loved to hear about His Word. 


The fourth afternoon of this particu- 
lar week, the weather man interrupted 
all radio and TV programs with some 
very disturbing reports—severe thun- 
derstorms and possible tornadoes! This 
filled Barb with fear. She helped 


Mother and Carol make the proper cor- 


ner in the basement comfortable in case 
they would be forced to use it. Carol 
and even little Billy were having a 
grand time—it was like playing house 
to them; but Barb could see that Mother 
was troubled, and she felt the same 
way. 

As they ate their evening meal, the 
sky was overcast and the winds were 
getting stronger. No one seemed to be 
very hungry, and as Barb wags helping 
with the dishes she asked her mother 
what they would do if it got really bad. 

“Well,” Mother replied, “we'll take 
every precaution necessary, but most 
important, we'll pray. We'll ask the 
Lord Jesus to watch over us and pro- 
tect us.” 

That made Barb feel a lot better. 
She also prayed to the Lord Jesus and 
knew He would take care of them. As 
the storm got worse, the wind stronger 
and stronger, a loud crash sounded as 
though a heavy limb fell on the garage. 
The hard rains were beating on the win- 
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dowpdanes as though they would break 
through any minute, and the streets 
were flooding up to the curbs. The sky 
was brilliant with sharp streaks of 
lightning; the thunder boomed with 
deafening crashes. Barb could see the 
frightened look in Carol and Billy’s 
eyes as they were huddled against 
Mother. It made her feel that she 
should think of something to help mat- 
ters. Looking upward as though search- 
ing for help, a little sound passed her 
lips, “Jesus loves me, this I know.” She 
was filled with assurance as she con- 
tinued the song. Slowly but surely a 
little smile came across the face of 
Carol, Billy’s lips quivered a little, then 
they both looked at Barb and, seeing 
the light in her eyes, they joined in the 
song. Mother could feel the : awful 
sense of fear leave them all, and both 
she and the children relaxed. 

After the storm was over and no real 
damage done, Mother tucked them in 
bed. As she leaned over’ Barb, she 
whispered, “Were you afraid, dear?” 

“Oh, a little,” Barb confessed, “but I 
knew, after I prayed, that Jesus was 
watching over us and He would take 
eare of us. You know, Mommy,” she 
added, “being ten years old is pretty 
grown up after all.” 

HOLLAND, Micu. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 7 


Dating Etiquette 
(2 Cor. 5:8-15) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of -Christian Endeavor, and are, 
used by permission. 

667," TIQUETTE,” according to Web- 

ster, is defined as “the forms 
required by good breeding, social con- 
ventions, or prescribed by authority to 
be observed in social or official life.” In 
the final analysis, etiquette is a code of 
rules that one follows in relation to oth- 
ers that shows consideration, or courtesy, 
or thoughtfulness for their feelings, or 
comfort, or well-being. Dating etiquette 
is merely the specific code of corduct 
that one observes when planning for, 
carrying out, or following up a date 
with another. 
we 
Christians will find that there are 
three considerations to be taken into 
account in dating: (1) how will what 
I do and say affect the person I am 
dating; (2) how will what I do and say 
affect others; (3) what will be the effect 
upon myself. 
ye 


In the first place, we have no right to 
do or say anything on a date that will 
make it harder for the other person to 
live a consistent, pure, Christian life. 
To put a stumbling block in the way of 
another is a terrible offense. (Matt. 18: 
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6). Paul, you will remember, said that 
if even the eating of certain food gave 
offense to another weaker or less ex- 
perienced believer, he would no longer 
eat that food (1 Cor. 8:10-13). There are 
certain temptations that you may feel 
able to withstand, but you have no right 
to subject another to them in any way, 
lest you open the way or make it easier 
for that person-to yield to such temp- 
tation. 
4 

Then, your conduct in relation to a 
date should not damage or destroy your 
respect for yourself. What a tragedy 
it is for a Christian to have to look back 
on a date with a feeling of shame or re- 
gret! This is true in the simpler mat- 
ters of unkindness or rudeness, or in- 
juring the feelings of your partner on 
the date. How much more this is true 
when you have overstepped the bounds 
of chastity or purity even in the very 
common borderline practices of today 
of petting and kissing the one you are 
dating. Think how ashamed you will 
be, or should be, when the time comes 
when you wish to join with another in 
a pure and holy life partnership, and 
you are able to contribute as your part 
of the union only a body that is shop- 
worn by the handling of others instead 
of one that is pure and clean and fresh. 
God’s Word shows us that these bodies 
of ours that He has created are the tem- 
ples of the Holy Spirit and that they 
are bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). 
We have no right to yield them to any- 
one or anything except God Himself, 
and the one that He has chosen as our 
life partner. 

; we 

Then, whether we like it or not, what 
we do and say on a date will be ob- 
served by others. Have we any right, 
even by conduct innocent enough in it- 
self, to give others wrong impressions? 
Have we any right to cause our partner 
on a date to be ill-thought of, or to be 
talked about, even unjustly? What will 
be the effect of our conduct on the re- 
gard others have for our families? 
What will others, who know we are 
Christians, think of Christ, as they ob- 
serve our conduct on a date? Each of 
us is a witness, a gospel read of men. 
Are we showing a true, ungarbled ver- 
sion, or a distorted one? : 

we 


Now, let us not get the mistaken idea 
that Christian young people must be 
dull, uninteresting, ‘sticks in the mud.” 
Christian young people should be the 
happiest and most enjoyable and exhil- 
arating people in the world to be with 
—enjoyable because they should be free 
from disturbing complexes, and guilty 
feelings, and unpleasant habits, and be- 
cause they should be the kindest, most 
thoughtful, most truthful people, and 
most considerate of the feelings. and 
wishes of others. Their companionship 
should leave no unpleasant aftertaste or 
regret. 


4 
It will be well in considering this 
' topic in your young people’s group to 
discuss frankly such matters as absolute 
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honesty with your date, giving no false 
impressions; the avoidance of bragging 
about earlier “conquests”; strict regard 
for the feelings and rights of others in 
the realm of “confidences”; a genuine 
effort to please your date, short of vi- 
olating your own sincere convictions; 
careful obedience to the wishes of par- 
ents as to dress, conduct, and time of 
return. Show how dating with fellow 
Christians will be more apt to result in 
good comradeship and clean fun. Dating 
with an unbeliever seldom results in 
his or her salvation, and far more often 
results in unpleasantness and difficult 
problems. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 1 to 7 


Mon., Sept. 1.—Exod. 20:9, 10. 
The Command To Work. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Six days shalt 
thou labour, and do all thy work.” 
Such duties of labor as befits man’s call- 
ing may be, and should be, done in six 
days. -An ultimate accounting of our 
labors will have to be made to God. He 
will “bring every work into judgment” 
(Eccles. 12:14). “Every man’s work 
shall be made manifest: for the day 
shall declare it, because it shall’ be re- 
vealed by fire; and the fire shall try 
every man’s work of what sort it is” (1 
Cor. 3:13). Work to please God in all 
things. Pray for a revival of shop meet- 
ings needed now as never before by 
workers in shops and factories. 


Tues., Sept. 2.—Neh. 4:1-6. 
“A Mind To Work.” 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “So built we the 
wall; and ail the wall was joined to- 
gether unto the half thereof: for the 
people had a mind to work.” Work at 
that which God approves, and He will 
reward. “For the Son of man is as a 
man taking a far journey, who left his 
house, and gave authority to his serv- 
ants, and to every man his work” 
(Mark 13:34). Be careful to “occupy” 
until He releases us from labor. “It is 
required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2). Pray that 
God will work in you to will and to do 
His good pleasure. 


Wed., Sept. 3.—Col. 3:22 to 4:1. 
Serving the Lord Through Work. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “And whatsoever 
ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and 
not unto men.” All that we do is done 
in the presence of God. “Thou knowest 
my downsitting and mine uprising, thou 
understandest my thought afar off... 
and art acquainted with all my ways” 
(Psa. 139:2, 3). Look beyond all second 
causes to God, the one who worketh all 
in all. Account must be rendered for 
every deed done in the body, whether 
good or bad. “Servants of Christ, doing 
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the will of God from the heart;. with 
good will doing service, as to the Lord 
and not to men” (Eph. 6:6, 7). Pray 
and plan to please God in all your 
labors. 


Thurs., Sept. 4.—2 Thess. 3:6-12. 
Idleness Rebuked, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “There are some 
which walk among you _ disorderly, 
working not at all, but are busybodies,” 
The first thing that God gave Adam in 
Eden was a job as gardener. He had 
that appointment before God gave him 
his wife. And the first thing Adam got 
after expulsion from Eden was another 
job, a much harder one than - before. 
God intends all shall work. The Ten 
Commandments says: “Six days shalt 
thou labour, and do all thy work.” 
Work hard all week, but keep God's, 
day of rest. Pray for grace and, courage 
in the work of life, and for your duty 
of observing God’s day of rest. 


Fri., Sept. 5.—Titus 2:9-15. 
Guidance for Workers, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Exhort servants 
to be obedient unto their own masters, 
and to please them well in all things; 
not answering again; not purloining, but 
shewing all good fidelity; that they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things.” These godly directions 
if followed will bring commendation 
from both God and man. Gospel exhor- 
tations to workers who are believers 
need to be brought to bear upon them 
in these days of great spiritual deca- 
dence. Pray that ministers will observe 
Paul’s exhortation given in verse fifteen. 


Sat., Sept. 6—Jas. 5:1-11. 
Fair Treatment. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIoNsS: “Fraud.” One of 
the major sins of the “last days” -will be 
“love of money” (see 1 Tim. 6:10). 
Love of money in the heart of Felix 
resulted in. added sufferings in the life 
of Paul (Acts 24:26). Greed will be 
more noticeable even in Christian 
causes as time wears on (2 Tim. 3:2). 
Peter stresses its danger for churches 
(2 Pet. 2:3). “Take heed, and beware 
of covetousness: for a man’s life con- 
sisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth” (Luke 12: 
15). The Lord. followed this warning 
with a tremendous parable (vv. 16-21). 
Pray to be kept from covetousness 
(Eph. 5:3). 


Sun., Sept. 7.—Psa. 90:1-6, 13-17. 
The-Work of Our Hands. 


PraYER Succestions: “The work of our 
hands establish thou it.” This phrase 
is from “A Prayer of Moses the man of 
God” (title of Psa. 90). He had seen 
much unblessed work. Much is pro- 
posed that. is never accomplished. 
Hopes are big; realization small. God- 
blessed work is the only successful 
work. If we want God to bless, we 
have to ask Him to bless. His mercies 
are on the “ask and receive” basis. 
Christian work will never be fruitful 
without attending prayers. Pray this 
prayer of Moses in connection with the 
need for revival, for which it was in 





tended. 
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